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World War O victors suspend rights 

“ Thc 1 &wr ^aotkm powen of Worid War n 
d * od ? d ? SQSpcnd tbcir "8**“ over Bcrim and Germany, 

fully sovereign from the moment of 
reunification. The United States, Soviet Union, Britain and France rimed 
a document suspending operation of the rights they have cxerdsed *m 

Gennany ^ die Md of the war in XWS. The «-ye» rightt vriB foonally 

teronnam when all four powen have ratified the Sept. 12 Moscow treaty 
which paved the way for reumficatioo WednesdayTu-S. q*—. Depan- 
ment spokeswoman Margaret Thtwifer said in a statement that die United 
States welcomed reunified Germany “as a full partner in promoting 
freedo m and d emocracy in Europe and throughout the world." Germany. 
“fiiDy sovereign, united ami democratic... integrated whithm the (North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation) and die Europe an Cotmmmhy has long 
been a major foreign poficy goal of die United States," ThtwilersaxL The 
declaration makes Germany "effectively sovereign from the moment of 
unification on Oct. 2, she said. The document has fitted “Declaration an 
the Suspension of Operation of Four-Power Rights and RttpontibSnet.” 
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Israel to distribute gas masks 

TEL AVIV (APj — The army announced Monday it wfl] begin 
distributing gas «n«l« to Israel's 4.7 million riuzens next week following 
reports of an increased threat of war in the Gulf. The announcement’s 
wading sought to allay any public fear. “The distribution of gas m as k s in 
no way whatsoever cooctxtmes a change in the emergency status,” it said. 
The distribution of the «"**>« follows months of heated debate in which 
the public — and some officials — have said it was foolish to delay giving 
oat the protective equipment. Until Monday, officials bad maintained that 
an immediate distribution of gas masks could panic the Israeli public or 
send Iraq an “incorrect” message that Israel was planning an attack. 
Army spokesman Nachman Sbai said distribution of the sealed gas mask 
kits “will take several weeks. ...we wQ] start in the city sector... and 
gradually get to rural areas.” He said the distribution would begin next 
week in three towns, then would spread to the general population the 
following week. The three towns were not named. “Defence authorities 
have sufficient kits for all citizens of Israel,” the army announcement said. 
It added that the government also has begun purchasing gas masks for the 
1.7 million Palestinians of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
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Bush, fit major shift, says Iraqi 
pullout could lead to peace 
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Combined agency dispatches 

U5. PRESIDENT George Bush, 
in a sharp shift in position, said 
Monday Iraqi withdrawal from 
Kuwait could open the way to 
peace throughout the Middle 
East. 

The president’s speech to the 
UN. General Assembly blended 
condemnation of Iraq with an 
overture for a resolution of the 
two-month-old crisis. “We seek a 
peaceful outcome, a diplomatic 
outcome,” Bush said. 

Significantly, he offered Iraq 
prospect of “new arrangements” 
among the states in the Gulf 
region as well as a chance for an 
Arab-Israeli settlement — pro- 
vided Iraq departs from Kuwait 
unconditionally. 

“Iraq’s unprovoked aggression 
is a throwback to another era, a 
dark relic from a dark time,” 
Bush said. “It was plundered 
Kuwait, terrorised innocent civi- 
lians and held even diplomats 
hostage.” 

The president, lining up with a 
proposal first advanced last week 
by Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze, said Iraq 
and its leadership must be held 
liable “for these crimes of abuse 


and destruction.” 

But, at the same tinm , Bush 
edged perceptibly closer to Iraq’s 
demand that its territorial dispute 
with Kuwait be linkM to t he 
Palestinian problem and Israel's 
occupation of Arab territories. 

A similar gesture last week by 
French President Francois Mitterrand 
drew a mixed response Sunday from 
Iraq, who suggested that Iraq would 
fight to defend its takeover of Kuwait 
but also offered to open a “debate” 
with France on the region’s future. 

“We intend to make contacts with 
the F re n ch government to explain 
after inquiry, questioning and dia- 
logue our views accurately so that 
everything is based on dear ideas and 
actions,” Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein said in a broadcast message 
on the birthday of the Prophet 
Mohammad. 

Bush said the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait wiQ not be permitted to stand, 
and that it had planed itself against 
the world. 

However, the president said, “in 
the aftermath of Iraq's unconditional 
d epar t ure from Kuwait. I truly be- 
lieve that there may be opportunities: 

“For Iraq and Kuwait to settle their 
differences permanently; for the 
stales of the Gulf themselves to bufid 
new arrangements for stability; and 
for aO the states and peoples of the 
region to settle die conflict that di- 
vides the Arabs from Israel. 

“And yet,” Bush said, “die world’s 


key task — now, first and always — 
mast be to d em on stra te that ag gres- 
son win not be tolerated or re- 
warded.” 

Throughout the Gulf crisis, U.S. 
officials had insisted that Iraq’s 
takeover of Kuwait could not be 
finked in any way to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict or other regional problems. 

As Bush was addressing the worid 
body, die White House announced 
that he had decided to provide two 
Patriot air defence mk«ng omts to 
Israel — with the United States 
absorbing the cost of $74 millio n this 
fiscal year and S43 milli on next year. 

The units include launchers, mis- 
siles, control equipment and spare 
parts. While House officials said. . 
■ The move appeared aimed at 
softening Israeli objections to 
Washington’s decision to beef np die 
military might at Saudi Arabia and 
otben in die region in the wake of the 
Iraqi invasion. 

Since the invasion, there has been 
an unprecedented level of coopera- 
tion between the United States and 
Soviet Union — and various Arab 
states long at odds with Washington. 

Bush has been directly involved in 
mustering Arab support against Iraq 
— a move some White House officials 
befieve may eventually help defuse 
die tong-standing tensions between 
Israel and other states in the region. 

White House officials, however, 
did not embrace the Iraqi statements 
suggesting a willingness to “debate” 
the crisis with France — calling the 


remarks inadequate. 

“Saddam didn’t thf 

two basic requirements of the U.N. 
resolutions — withdrawal from 
Kuwait and restoration of that coun- 
try's legitimate government,” White 
Home spokesman Marlin Fitzwater 
said. 

The United States has been com- 
mitted to a Middle East settlement in 
which Israel would exchange territory 
for Arab recognition of the Jewish 
state. Bush made no reference on 
how talks would be held; the Soviets 
and the Arabs demand an interna- 
tional peace conference, which Israel 
opposes. 

Bush assured Iraq that “we seek no 
advantages for ourselves" in the Gulf. 

Bush said the 165.000 U.S. troops 
deployed in Saudi Arabia were sent 
there at the request of the Saudi 
government. 

“The American people — and this 
president — want every single Amer- 
ican soldier brought home as soon as 
the mission is accomplished,” be said. 

Bush’s address was interrupted 
three times for applause by the U.N. 
delegates. Throughout the speech, 
three Iraqi diplomats sat stoically at 
their seats at a table near the back of 
the great hall. They listened intently 
and never moved from their places. 

Nearly every seat was full in the 
General Assembly hall and there was 
standing room only in the back for 
U.N. staff and others with tickets to 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Islamic leaders see 
Iraqi flexibility 

Baghdad may consider ‘certain 
measure’ of pullout — Tourabi 
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By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Islamic leaders 
are reporting a “certain ele- 
ment of flexibility” in the Iraqi 
position on the Gulf crisis, 
including a possible partial 
withdrawal from Kuwait if a 
“reasonable offer” is pre- 
sented to Baghdad. 

However, “we are unable to tell 
yon what exactly would be a 
reasonable offer to Iraq... but the 
French initiative is one which could 
be built on,” according to Dr. 
Hassan A1 Tourabi, a member of 
an Islamic delegation which visited 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Iran last 
mouth. 

In general tenns, “a linkage 
between a solution to the Gulf 
crisis and a settlement to the 
Palestinian problem” is one of the 
fun d a mentals of the Iraqi position, 
Tourabi told a press conference. 

If such a linkage was established 
and accepted, and “if the context is 
OKteivdy Arab with no interven- 
tion or presence which can distort 
the considerations of an Arab con- 
text and if a reasonable offer that 
satisfies the Irqts was presen t ed, 
then the Iraqu ™ consi der it even 
if it involves a measure of with- 
drawal from Kuwait and a restora- 
tion of the rigfat of the Kuwaitis to 
determine the destiny of their 
country," he added. 

At the same time, the “momen- 
tum for war” that is budding in the 
region should be checked to make 
way for a negotiated settl e men t of 
the conflict, Tourabi told the press 
conference, announcing the out- 
come of a mission undertakes by 
the delegation over the past two 
weeks. 

The delegation, whose visit to 
Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Iran was 


aimed at “exploring possibilities of 
concord, positions of the various 
parties ainvolved and counselling 
and advancing the canse of peace,” 
found that “the stands of the par- 
ties involved are not that rigid and 
the differences are not that deep,” 
said Tourabi, a leader of the Isla- 
mic movement in Sudan. “We 
found an aversion to war," he said. 

“There are reasonable grounds 
to hope for a^ negotiated peace 
folution if timels given for a peace 
process to take its couzse...(and>... 
ft wifi be a pity tf this opportunity is 
wasted,” sad Tourabi. 

Although the Iraqi position is 
flexible, there is also a “determina- 
tion not to (consider) any unilater- 
al withdrawal from Kuwait and 
determination to accept the con- 
sequences of their position... they 
are ready to go to war if need be 
(but) are (also) keen to seek a 
peaceful solution." 

It was the first independent con- 
firmation of what is widely inter- 
preted as a softening of the Iraqi 
position evident in a speech made 
by Iraqi President Saddam Hussein 
Sunday in winch he catted for 
dialogue instead of threats and 
pr es sur es to end the Gulf crisis. 

According to Tourabi, King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia as well as 
rehgiotis leaders of die kingdom, 
'which sought Western mflitary pre- 
sence in its territory after the Iraqi 
in v a sion of Kuwait, told the de- 
legation that Riyadh was “very 
sympathetic to Iraq’s grievances 
ngain<r Kuwait” but an Iraqi with- 
drawal and the restoration of the 
p r e - i nv asi on stains in Kuwait were 
the basic Saudi preconditions be- 
fore any discussion on the hsue. 
The Saudis are ready to “conceive 
all thin in any arrangement what- 
soever,” he said. 

A source dose to the delegation 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq to free 9 
French nationals 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ SAID Monday it would 
free nine French nationals held at 
strategic locations throughout the 
country, in the second concilia- 
tory gesture towards France in as 
many days. 

“President Saddam Hussein 
has issued orders to allow some 
French guests to leave Iraq in the 
company of Mr. Gflles Munier, 
die president of the Association 
of Franco- Iraqi friendship,” the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) said. 

INA, the report added, “has 
learned that nine Frenchmen are 
included in this humanitarian ges- 
ture.” 

Transliterated from Arabic, 
their names were given as: 
Bonban Jean Ive, Frank Oazean, 
Gerard Wisat, Laurant Local, 
Christopbe Corrisier, Akbar Ali 
Ramadan, Din Mahmoud Talti, 
Hassan Ali Mansour Hussein, 
and Dorn can Michel Henry Paul. 

The Frenchmen are among hun- 
dreds of Westerners believed held at 
key military and other installations 
which Iraq fears would be atta cked. 

Foreigners, mainly Westerners, 
were banned from travelling after the 
Aug. 2 Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

Some 6,000 Westerners are still 
stranded in both countries. Some are 
hiding in Kuwait. 

But ft is not known bow many of 
these Westerners have actually been 
moved to protect Iraqi installations 
against a possible attack by U.S.-led 
m ultinatio nal fences amassed in Santfi 
Arabia «in<* the invasion. 

It was the second gesture by Iraq 
towards France in as many days. On 
Sunday, Saddam complimented 
French President Francois Mitterrand 
for offering “positive” ideas to re- 
solve the Gulf crisis. 

fiiAfam called for replacing the 
lang im p- of “tliieaw and warnings” 
with a dialogue. 

SaAfam had demanded a process 


that leads to simultaneous settlement 
of the da^x ite over Kuwait, Israel's 
occupa ti on of Arab territories and the 
Syrian military intervention in Leba- 
non. 

The United States rejected that, 
insisting on an unconditional Iraqi 
withdrawal from Kuwait. 

But Mitterrand, in a speech before 
the United Nations General Assem- 
bly last week, stressed the need to 
resolve these three issues while de- 
manding the withdrawal of Iraq from 
Kuwait. 

He also suggested a simultaneous 
withdrawal of die Iraqis from Kuwait 
and the multinational troops from 
Saudi Arabia. 

In a message to Arabs and Muslims 
released by die media, Saddam said 
be intended to initiate contact with 
Paris. He said Mitterrand's “initia- 
tive" could be developed to serve as a 
foundation for a settlement in the 
Gulf. 

But Britain and France reacte d by 
saying there would be no dialogue 
with Iraq until Iraq's troops are pul- 
led out of Kuwait. 

In Paris, Foreign Ministry sources 
said news of the release came as a 
surprise. 

French television Sunday screened 
interviews with three Frenchmen, 
representing groups sympathetic to 
Iraq, who had gone to Baghdad to 
plead for the release of French 
nationals. 

The three, interviewed separately 
in the Iraqi capital, were the presi- 
dent of the Franco-Iraqj friendship 
association, a miHum of rh^ far-right 
National Front, and a regional bead 
of an associa ti on of French Muslims. 

France also denied it was already 
engaged in any talks with Iraq or that 
Paris was offering to negotiate with 
Baghdad in return for a simple prom- 
ise to quit Kuwait. 

“There is nothing between France 
and Iraq which could be described as 
negotiations,” presidential spokes- 
man Hubert Vedrine said. There was 
only "normal diplomatic contacts... 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Rights group assails Israel’s closure of schools 

rtfrrTBTBTN TBTJTTC A T CU talk to the human rights group, be reopened starting Tuesday. were given w 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — An Israeli human 
ogfats group Monday criticised 
army’s policy of closing 
^ Palestinian schools, saying the 
constitutes collective 
Punishment sod has not reduced 
u m % yktiencc in the occupied texritor- 

W **■ 

The report was released at a 
“ows conference by Betselem, 
“>4 reflected ax months 
F jjt research in the occupied West 
0x1 Gaza Strip- 

£ Ui? 15 .repeated closure orders 


fact/ f* ST erf* wKiste tong mtaiiMte 

^ ponBhment and do not arisefiom start of 

^ f recnrity<Wd e rariomorad^ fo* vc 

<?pu> mahS^^^said Alice school year last month. 

^fShalvi, who helped prepare the 

^ ji IfeDffit. 


talk to the human rights group, be reopened starting Tuesday. 
tew! a statement criticising the Meanwhile, a leaflet Monday 
report as “replete with factual from the underground leadership 
Sdfegal inSartitndea.” of *e uprising set down for 

The army has repeatedly closed reducing chances the army would 
-Palestinian schools since the start raid Palestinian schools, 
of the uprisin g 34 months ago. 

The army statement Mamed the 
u nderg round leadership of the 
uprising, saying it “transformed, 
die schools into a wide basis for 
acts of violence.” 

There are an estimated 475,000 

elementary ami secondary school 
children in the occupied territor- 
ies. Their schools were closed for 
stretches in the first two 


“There fa no conclusive proof 
1 - tiw opening or closing of 

gn^schoofa in any way affects the 
.(^l-degree of disturbance,” she 


Utt army, which refused to 




About 20.000 students are en- 
rolled in six Palestinian universi- 
ties, which were closed by the 
army ax the start of the uprising. 
Campuses of Jerusalem Universi- 
ty were reopened last summer, 
and Bethlehem University .is to 


It urged students to refrain 
from writin g slogans or demon- 
strating on school prop er t y . It 
harmed masks, which activists 
often wear, and called for “re- 
spect for faculty and teachers.'’ 

It was the strongest statement 
on education from the l e a de r sh i p , 
w hich has the backing of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO). 

Betselem, also known as the 
Israeli Information Centre for 
Human Rights in die Occupied 
Territories, was founded by liber- 
al politicians, lawyers and 

academics to keep track of hu- 
man rights violations. 

Its report criticised die army 
for the vagueness of its school 

closure orders, “dosing orders 


were given without stating the 
date for reopening, often verbal 
and by low-ranking officers,” it 
said. 

Such action, Betselem said, 
“incrases the anger felt by the 
population in general and educa- 
tion staff in particular.” 

The report called education “a 
base right” and said the increas- 
ing gap in education between 
Israeli and Palestinian children 
“could have destructive oonsequ- 
ences.” 

Betselem called for the army 
“to deal with troubles where they 
occur, rather than through 
sweeping measures which canse 
damage to the population as a 
whole.” 

The group said it remained to 
be seen whether. Defence Minis- 
ter Moshe Arens, implemen t in g 
a policy erf greater army restraint 
since taking office in June, would 
successfully bring die level of 
violence ikwn. 


Queen sees no quick 
end to refugee wave 


LONDON (Agencies) — Her 
Majesty Qeen Noor said Sunday 
tire saw no early end to the 
refugee exodus from Iraq into 
Jordan and called for more food, 
medical and other supplies. 

The Queen, in London on her 
way to New York to repre s ent 
His Majesty King Hussein at the 
U.N. summit for children, said 
there were over 40,000 refugees 
in Jordanian camps and each day 
about the same number arrived as 
left for home. 

This “seems to indicate ft will 
be a problem with us for some 
time to come,” Queen Noor said 
in an interview on London 
weekend television. 

The Queen said conditions for 
the refugees had improved signi- 
ficantly since the early days of the 
Gulf crisis following Iraq's inva- 
sion of Kuwait on Aug. 2. 

Queen Noor said all the Gulf 


refugees now in Jordan were 
boused in tents and received basic 
food and medical care. 

But she said Jordan still needed 
blankets and food and medicines 
remained in shon supply. 

More tahn 650,000 migrant 
workers and their families have 
already fled to Jordan, including 
more than 250,000 Egyptians and 
tens of thousands of Indians, Sri 
Lankans, Bangladeshis, Pakista- 
nis and Filipinos. 

Queen Noor has been an active 
campaigner for peace in the Mid- 
dle East and a champion of 
women's rights and children's 
welfare in Jordan. Since the Gulf 
crisis erupted, she has worked to 
ease the plight of the refugees. 

She said she hoped the crisis 
“can be resolved peacefully and 
diplomatically and without the 
terrible consequences of war." 


Crown Prince meets Delors 

EC assures Jordan 
of economic aid 


BRUSSELS (Agencies) — Jac- 
ques Delors, president of the 
European Community (EC) 
Commission, assured Jordan 
Monday that the community trill 
help it weather the Gulf crisis, 
an EC spokesman said. 

“Delors confirmed that the 
commission was still disposed to 
contribute to emergency aid for 
Jordan, so long as it is used 
directly and effectively to help 
those in need," the spokesman 
said after Delon met His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

Prince Hassan arrived here 
Monday morning following a visit 
to the U.S. and the United King- 
dom and was welcomed by Prince 
Albert, the Belgian king's 
brother, and senior government 
officials. 


In his talks with Delors, Prince 
Hassan stressed the difficult 
situation of Jordan and its fear of 
an oil shortage, now that Saudi 
Arabia has interrupted its sup- 
plies. which covered half of Jor- 
dan's needs, according to the 
spokesman. 

EC help would go to refugees 
from Iraq crowded in Jordanian 
camps but also to the Jordanian 
economy, particularly its de- 
teriorating balance of payments, 
EC sources quoted by the AP 
said. 

Delors asked for assurances 
that EC's urgent aid already 
given was reaching refugees and 
the Jordanian population, his 
spokesman said. 

(Contumed on page 5) 


Jordan stops trucks crossing to S. Arabia 


By Mariam M. Shahin 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — All trucks crossing into Saudi Arabia from Jordan were 
stopped Monday by Jordanian authorities in what appeared to be a direct 
respon se to a Saudi move to refuse entry to vehicles carrying Jordanian 
produce to Saudi Arabia and other Gulf states. 

"There was no order from any party to dose the border" between Saudi 
Arabia and Jordan, "but there has been an administrative decision to deal 
with Saudi Arabia's refusal to allow a large number of tomes carrying 
Jordanian products to reach their Sna! destination in Saudi Arabia and 
other Gulf states," Dr. Mahdi Farhan, director of the Depart- 

ment, was quoted as saying by the Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

Saudi Arabia depends on Jordanian- Saudi trucking routes for much of its 
supply of mea t , fresh vegetables and fruit from Jordan, Syria and Turkey, 
its main suppliers, as weD as other imports from Europe. 

Jordanian tony driven have complained of “unpleasant" treatment by 
Saudi border officials for more than two weeks. The Saudi move not to 
allow trucks, carrying mostly perishable Jordanian goods such as fruits and 
vegetables, was the latest in a series of events that have strained 
Sandi-Jordanian relations since the Golf crisis began Aug. 2. 

The Saudis cut off oil supplies to Jordan Sept. 19 and reduced the number 
of Jordanian diplomats in Sa u d i Arabia. 

Reliable sources reported that Saudi Arabia’s military, trade and cultural 


attaches in Jordan had been recalled. A high-ranking Foreign Ministry 
official, said that the reduction could be just an “administrative procedure” 
and that he would not “read loo much into the move.” Jordan has said ft has 
□o plans to retaliate for the Saudi order to reduce the number of its 
diplomats in Riyadh. 

On the Jordanian -Saudi border, eyewitnesses reported that Jordanian 
truckers had been ordered to unload their goods at the frontier before they 
were sent back to Jordan. 

Many officials were careful to point out that the Jordanian move to stop 
all trucks from crossing the border was not tantamount to an actual ban. At 
the same time, transport officials said that the turning back of trucks 
carrying Jordanian goods had become “unbearable." 

Reports said that up to 25 Jordanian lorries had been turned back at the 
border point of Umari, about 140 kilometres southeast of Amman, on 
Sunday alone. 

Jordanian truck drivers said that about 200 Jordanian trades were stuck at 
the Qataxi-Saudi border and another 70 were being held up at the 
Saudi-Jordanian border. No official figure was available as to how many 
Jordanian tracks were stranded altogether. 

Jordan's land transport industry, which employs more than 100,000 
people, has been seriously hurt by the international embargo placed on 
trade with Iraq, Jordan’s main trading partner. Labour unionists believe 
that if land transport ceases to Saadi Arabia the whole industry would risk 
reaching a halt. 
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Iran, S. Arabia discuss ties 


Western forces make Mecca 
pilgrimage impossible - Qadhafi 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Fore- 
ign Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
and his Saudi counterpart, Prince 
Saud A1 Faisal, met in New York 
to discuss resuming diplomatic 
relations to end a 2fc-year rift 
between the two states, the offi- 
cial Islamic Republic News Agen- 
cy reported Monday. 

The agency, monitored iu 
Nicosia, said in a dispatch from 
New York that the meeting rook 
place Sunday at the United Na- 
tions headquarters. 

The two leaders also discussed 
the Gulf crisis, IRNA said. 

It was the first time that senior 
officials from the two countries 
have met since the Saudis broke 
off ties in April 1988, citing ter- 
rorism and subversion. 

The ground-breaking meeting 
did not apparently go much 
beyond both sides spelling out 
their positions. 

But it was the most positive 
sign yet that the two countries 
may be moving towards a rap- 
prochement amid the political up- 
heaval triggered by Iraq's Aug. 2 
invasion of Kuwait. 

Healing the rift between the 
two giants would go a long way to 
drawing Iran into the anti-Iraq 
camp. 

Iranian President Hashemi 
Raf&anjani, leader of Iran’s so- 


called pragmatists, is keen to end 
Iran's isolation and restore rela- 
tions with West and its Arab Gulf 
neighbours, most of whom back- 
ed Iraq in the Gulf war. 

Iran has in recent days restored 
relations with Britain, Tunisia 
and Mauritania, giving momen- 
tum to Rafsanjanai's efforts. But 
he faces powerful, anti-Western 
radicals at home who favour help- 
ing Iraq confront the swelling 
multinational military buildup in 
Saudi Arabia. 

Velayati and Saud met after 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad, Iran’s main Arab ally and 
Iraq's archrival, visited Tehran 
last month and urged Tehran to 
end its rift with the Saudis. 

IRNA quoted Velayati as tell- 
ing Saud that the main stumblng 
block for resuming relations was 
a dispute over the number of 
I ranians allowed into Saudi Ara- 
bia on the annual pilgrimage. 

It quoted Prince Saud as saying 
Riyadh is “eager” to resolve this 
issue before foe next pilgrimage 
season in June. 

Prince Saud “promised that his 
government will do its best so that 
Iranian Muslims perform their 
rituals in a suitable manner,” foe 
agency said. 

More than 400 people, most of 
them Iranian pilgrims, were kil- 


led in riots in Mecca. 

The Iranian news agency said 
Velayati stressed that Tehran “is 
strongly opposed to foe presence 
of foreign forces in the Persian 
Gulf and especially holy lands. 

“Regional countries must 
cooperate for foe security of the 
Gulf and liberation of Kuwait 
from Iraqi occupation,” IRNA 
quoted Velayati as saying. 

The Ir anians view foe presence 

non-Muslim forces in Saudi Ara- 
bia is sacrilege, and have deman- 
ded that they be withdrawn. 

However, foe Iranians have 
also condemned Iraq's invasion 
of Kuwait. 

In this context, Iranian leaders 
have noted that it is time foe 
countries of the region get 
together to take care of their own 
security. 

The Syrians, among others, 
have also floated foe idea of a 
regional alliance including them- 
selves, Iran, Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey. 

Velayati said Sunday his coun- 
try would not break foe U.N. 
embargo on trade with Iraq nor 
would it accept oil from Iraq. 

Velayati, in an interview on 
U.S. television, also said foal Iran 
was willing to help Western na- 
tions in “a collective action” to 
free their hostages in Lebanon. 


He did not gpve details. 

Velayati said it was not toler- 
able for U.S. and other foreign 
troops to remain in the Gulf- 
“1 can tell you sincerely this is 
not tolerable for all people and all 
Muslims. They are very sincere 
about the holy land,” be said. 

On whether Iran has broken 
foe U.N. embargo on trade with 
Iraq, he said. “I categorically 
deny it. We know we have foe 
longest border with Iraq, and 
practically, these borders have 
been dosed since 10 years ago 
and now we observe carefully the 
U.N. embargo against Iraq.” 
He also denied that Iraq had 
sent Iran oil or had asked Iran to 
receive Iraqi oil and said if it did 
ask, the request would be denied. 

“We deeply believe that all of 
us, those countries related direct- 
ly with these crises, should 
observe foe U.N. resolutions and 
this is the best way to avoid 
military confrontation.” 

He said a collective action was 
needed by Western nations to get 
their hostages out of Lebanon but 
declined to go into specifics. 

He did add, however: “I can 
say that we as the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran are ready to help to get 
the release of hostages — all 
hostages, regardless of nationali- 
ties.” 


Soviet Union and Israel Israeli soldiers convicted 
closer to diplomatic ties of assault in killing 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
Soviet Union and Israel have 
taken another step towards rsum- 
ing full diplomatic relations with 
an agreement to set up formal 
consular ties. 

Soviet Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze and his 
Israeli counterpart David Levy 
announced foe move Sunday af- 
ter talks at the United Nations, 
and added that they had decided 
to consult each other in future on 
a regular basis. 

“We have decided to establish 
consular relations between Israel 
and foe USSR. In Tel Aviv and in 
Moscow consulates -general will 
be established, “Shevardnadze 
told reporters after a statement in 
Hebrew by Levy. 

There is already an Israeli con- 
sular mission in Moscow and a 
Soviet one in Tel Aviv, but the 
decision to turn these into official 
consulates-general will raise their 
status and further warm the two 
countries' steadily improving re- 
lations. 

Sunday's announcement was 
part of a diplomatic blitz by the 
Soviet Union that went on less 
than an hour later to establish 
diplomatic ties with South Korea. 

The accord with Israel still falls 
short of full diplomatic relations, 
which Moscow has said can only 
be resumed when Israel agrees to 
an international Middle East 
peace conference. 

The Soviet Union severed ties 
during the 1967 Arab- Israeli war. 


a move that led to its virtual 
exclusion from Middle East peace 
efforts. 

In recent years, the Kremlin 
has signalled it would like to play 
a greater role in the Middle East, 
and U.S. President George Bush 
indicated at foe Helsinki super- 
power summit on September 9 
that Washington would no longer 
oppose this. 

Speaking after nearly 90 mi- 
nutes of talks with Levy at foe 
U.N. where both men are attend- 
ing the General Assembly, She- 
vardnadze noted that “over foe 
past months there have been 
some positive changes in our rela- 
tions.” 

Earlier this month, Israeli Fi- 
nance Minister Yitzhak Modai 
and Science Minister Yuval Nee- 
man met Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev in Moscow. 

Shevardnadze said further talks 
would be, held in a week or 10 
days to decide details of the 
consular agreement, including 
staff levels at the consulates. 

He added: “We have decided 
now to legitimise foe process of 
consultations... I and the minister 
(Levy) will now be meeting on a 
regular basis.” 

Although Soviet and Israeli 
foreign ministers have met spor- 
adically in the past, the derision 
to meet regularly was seen as 
another move that would boost 
Moscow’s influence in the Midle 
East. 


KA5TINA (AP) — A military 
court Monday convicted four sol- 
dieis of aggravated assault in the 
beating death of a Palestinian and 
criticised senior officers for not 
clarifying orders on beating of 
suspects. 

Israel Radio said the judgment 
opened foe way for possible trials 
of higher ranking officers as 
several members of Israel’s par- 
liament have already have de- 
manded. 

The four, who were to be 
sentenced on Oct. 24, were mem- 
bers of the elite Givati infantry 
brigade, four of whose soldiers 
were convicted earlier of another 
beating death in the 34-month 
Palestinian uprising 

The defendants, a major, a 
captain and two sergeants, wre 
found guilty, of beating brothers 
Khaled and Eyad Akkal after 
dragging them from their home in 
the Gaza Strip's Bureij refugee- 
camp on Feb. 7, 1988. 

Eyad, 21, died hours later in 
Shifa hospital in Gaza City. But 
the defendants were charged with 
assault instead of murder because 
prosecutions found no direct con- 
nection beween the beating and 
foe death. 

At foe time of Eyad AkkaJ’s 
death in the first months of the 
Palestinian uprising, there was 
controversy over orders for sol- 
diers to beat suspects. 

Officers said the orders were 
only to beat those caught while 
protesting, and not as punish- 


ment of suspects in custody. But 
many soldiers said the orders 
were not made dear. 

Part of foe controversy arose 
over a reported remark by then 
Defence Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
telling soldiers to “break the 
bones” of Palestinians. Rabin la- 
ter denied making foe remark, 
and be declined to comment on 
Monday's verdict. 

After his conviction, Major 
Yithzak Levitt, 32, the senior 
officer convicted, said that all 
officers in the Gaza Strip felt at 
foe time of the crime that the* 
orders were to beat suspects as 
punishment. 

He said that in the first two 
months of foe uprising, “beatings 
of Palestinians were foe norm." 

“If I am guilty, all die other 
officers and even the main gener- 
als of the army are g^tyVexactly; 
to tfiramr ' extent!' The army is 
being damaged by all these 
trials.” 

The case shocked segments of 
Israeli society, as reflected in a 
question from an Israel radio 
reporter who asked Levitt 
whether he saw any parallel with 
Nazi war criminals whose defence 
was that “we were following 
orders.” 

The court rejected the defen- 
dants' calim that they were only 
following orders.” 

The court rejected the defen- 
dants' claim that they were only 
following orders. 


Prospect of U.S. assault seen to be still weeks away 


WASINGTON (AP) — In foe 
first days after U.S. President 
George Bush ordered American 
troops into the Gulf, Washington 
was awash with speculation about 
the size of the deployment: 
10,000 troops? 50,000? 

Now, with Operation Desert 
Shield into its ninth week, foe 
magnitude of foe U.S. military 
buildup is clear: Roughly 
165,000-plus soldiers, sailors and 
airmen; 420 warplanes; 50 
warships. And it's still growing. 

Even with this formidable pre- 
sence. military analysts say it will 
be another few weeks before foe 
Uinted States has arrayed enough 
heavy armor to launch a success- 
ful ground offensive against iraq. 

Complicating the military 
equation is the continued buildup 


of Iraqi forces in Kuwait and 
southern Iraq — estimated by foe 
U.S. Defence Department to tot- 
al 430,000 men as of Sept. 25. 

“We're a long way from having 
any capability to do anything 
other than behave in a defensive 
way,” said Jack Merritt, a retired 
army general and former U.S. 
representative to the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
military committee. 

In ordering U.S. forces to 
Saudi Arabia on Aug. 7, Bush 
said their mission was to deter an 
Iraqi attack on foe kugdom and, 
if necessary, to defend Saudi oil 
fields. 

Bush has not ruled out an 
offensive strike to try to dislodge 
Iraqi forces from Kuwait, and 
U.S. Defence Secretary Dick 


Cheney said Friday it seemed 
increasingly likely that- Iraq 
would lash out with military force 
in response to the U.N. trade 
embargo against ft. 

U.S. forces currently are de- 
ployed in defensive positions in 
and around Saudi Arabia. 

Three U.S. marine formations 
totalling more than 45,000 per- 
sonnel are in position along Saudi 
Arabia's Gulf coastline, and 
three army heavy armoured units 
— two brigades of foe 24fo 
mechanised infantry division, 
plus the 197th machaniscd infan- 
try brigade — are fully deployed 
in defensive position in northeast- 
ern Saudi Arabia. 

These components, which form 
foe backbone of U.S. ground 
forces in Saudi Arabia, are great- 


ly outnumbered by personnel and 
heavy armor on foe Iraqi side. 

“I suspect itU be foe first of 
November before there is really 
an offensive capability" by the 
American forces, said James 
Blackwell, a military anyalyst at 
foe Centre for Strategic and In- 
ternational Studies, a Washing- 
ton thinkt ank. 

The U.S. air force already has 
gained numerical superiority over 
Iraq. There are at least 420 U.S. 
warplanes — including 14 F-1II 
long-range bombers and 22 F- 
117A Stealth fighter- bombers — 
deployed at about 30 bases in and 
around Saudi Arabia. 

The U.S. Naval fleet in foe 
region totals about 50 vessels, 
including four aircraft carriers. 


NICOSIA (R) — Libyan leader 
Mu amm ar Qadhafi said Monday 
that pilgrimages to Islam's holiest 
shrines were impossible because 
foe presence of Western forces in 
Saudi Arabia has put than under 
the protection of Jews and Christ- 
ians. 

Qadhafi, according to the offi- 
cial Libyan news agency JANA, 
also suggested that the SanHi 
government be denied custody of 
flic shrines in foe dries of Mecca 
and Medina. 

‘‘The foreign forces whose help 
was sought by the frightened 
leaders of Saudi Arabia include 
Jews and Christians. 

“Consequently, and since Mec- 


ca and Medina are under foe 
authority of the Saudi kingdom, 
they are protected by Jews and 
Christians.” said Qadhafi, who 
has since taking power in 1969 
been at odds several times with 
Saudi leaders. 

JANA said Qadhafi’s remarks 
came in a speech he gave to mark 
17 years of ‘'popular revolution.” 

“It is impossible, it n illogical 
and it is inadmissible for us to 
pe rform the pilgrimage (to Mecca 
and Medina). God will not accept 
it and it is not possible for us to go 
on pilgrimage under foe threat of 
American arms,” he said. 

“Mecca is now under’ Amer- 
ican protection,” said Qadhafi. 


Minister warns Israel 
running out of housing 


TEL AVIV (AP) — A senior 
official said Sunday the Golf crisis 
may slow down shipments of 
trailers needed to bouse Soviet 
immigrants because of difficulties 
leasing boats to the region. 

A minister also waned Israel 
was running out of apartments for 
foe newcomers. So for a record 
total of 100,952 Soviets have ar- 
rived this year and up to 200.000 
are expected through December. 

Uri Shoshani, the housing 
ministry's chief engineer, said 
Israel expected to import about 
5,000 trailer bomes through De- 
cember to help handle the influx. 
Several hundred would come 
from foe U.S. and Britain, he 
said. 

“We see no problems except 
possible shipping defficulties,” to 
the Middle East, Sho shani said 
on Israel Army radio. 

“Because of foe situation in foe 
Persian Gulf it is difficult to 
obtain ships, as more and more 
ships become available there 
shouldn’t be any difficulties,” 
Shoshani added. He did not 
elaborate. 

Yitzhak Peretz, minister of im- 
migration absorption, told repor- 
ters after the weekly cabinet ses- 
sion. “We are scraping the bot- 
tom of the barrel,” in rental 
housing available for immigrants. 

Peretz said he also warned 
ministers that “if immediate solu- 
tions aren’t found for te m po ra ry 
bousing we- are liable to -find 
ourselves'witlf foousands~of 'im- 
migrants at the airport without 
any address to send them to. 

Peretz, of the oltra-orthodox 


Torah Guardians party, said the 
government should build more 
public housing rather than rely on 
the private market. 

Peretz also repotted that since 
Jan. 1, 112,586 immigrants had 
reached Israel, of these 100,952 
from the Soviet Union, the Itim 
news agency said. 

A ministerial committee on im- 
migration later met behind closed 
doors but the session broke up 
mysteriously early without taking 
any decisions, Israel radio said. 

The_ committee is chaired by 
Housing Minister Ariel Sharon, a 
former general. Sharon reported- 
ly said he had to int er r upt the 
meeting and left the room with- 
out elaborating. 

Peretz’ s warning about he 
bousing shortage came a day after 
Israel announced that Soviet 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev agreed 
to start direct flights of immig- 
rants from Moscow beginning 
next month. This would likely 
speed up their arrival. Most im- 
migrants now travel to Israel via 
European countries. 

Soviet Foreign Minister Ednr- 
ad Shevardnadze tempered Gor- 
bachev’s promise Sunday by tell- 
ing reporters at the U.N. in New 
York that direct flights was “a 
complicated issue to be discussed 
further.” 

The Soviets have , balked at 
allowing Jews to fly directly to 
Israel largely because of Arab 
protests against the immigration 
wave. • i 

Israel 1 expects one' million 
Soviet immigrants by foe end of 
1992 and as many as two million 
through 1995. 


Sri Lanka probes 
report on volunteers 


COLOMBBO (R) — Sri Lanka 
will investigate Iraq’s claims that 
Sri Lankans are volunteering to 
join Iraqi forces if war breaks out 
in the Gulf, a senior official said 
Monday. 

The official from foe presi- 
dent's office said the Foreign 
Ministry would ask Iraqi Ambas- 
sador Tariq Ahmad Maroof ab- 
out bus statement that 1,000 Sri 
T ankans wanted to volunteer. 

The state-run Sunday Observer 
newspaper quoted Maroof as 
saying: “Iraq plans to recruit Sri 
Iankans for their war against 
U.S. imperialists and already 
1,000 applications of Sri Lankan 
Sinhalese, Tamils and Muslims 
have been finalised.” 

Maroof told Reuters be had 
received applications from indi- 
viduals in Colombo. 

“Their mobilisation would de- 
pend on whether Iraq is forced to 
fight American imperialists.'* he. 
said. 

He said Iraq had received simi- 
lar offers from Pakistan, Bang- 
ladesh, Jordan. Saudi Arabia, 
Algeria, Morocco, Libya and 
Egypt. 


“People from most Arab coun- 
tries have expressed their solidar- 
ity with ns and volunteered their 
services," he said. 

Officials of Colombo’s foreign 
ministry and the state-run foreign 
employment bureau expressed 
surprise over Maroof s statement 

“This is the first time we are 
bearing about this,” a senior 
Foreign Ministry official said. 

At the Iraqi embassy in Col- 
ombo, forms beaded “applica- 
tion for volunteers to defend Iraq 
from Zionism and imperialism” 
were being distributed. 

A form obtained by Reuters 
Monday sought details of pre- 
vious military training, know- 
ledge of any martial arts and 
nrihtary-related hobbies and poli- 
tical leanings. 

A Muslim politician said Sri 
Lankan volunteers were probably 
joining for economic reasons. “I 
don’t think there is any politics 
involved,” he said. 

Sri Lanka has issued a state- 
ment urging Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait and said Baghdad 
should not have resorted to war. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Oman to mark national day 

MUSCAT (AP)— Oman’s 20th national day celebrations are toga 
ahead in November as planned despite the Guff«ra»the^ieiiin 
press reported. The official En^mh-laaguage daily Oman Observer 
quoted Information Minster Abdul Aziz A1 Rowas as saying 
“National day is a national occasion and the su ltanate never 
domed celebrating even a single year, whatever the drcumatan c cs 
were.” Even 'Mien, there was war in foe south aime d at s hattering 
•national unity, still celebrations went on.” The minister was 
referring to the bloody 10-year insurgency in Oma n's^ sou thern 
province of Dbofar where government troops battled leftist rentes 
to their defeat in 1975. Ofo«eountries in foe Gulf cancelled public 
celebrations after Iraq invaded Kuwait cm Aug. 2. 

Indian refugee ship docks In Dubai 

DUBAI (R) — The second In d ian ship in as many days dockedin 
Dubai Monday after sailing from Iraq with 1,800 Indian refugees 
from Kuwait. Indian consulate officials in Dubai said the refugees 
on foe Akbar, which sailed from the Iraqi port of Umm Qasr, were 
to be flown borne later in the day by Air India, which is mounting 
an emergency airlift for nationals fleeing the Gulf e miraif 
Another inrfian ship, the Tipu Sultan, arrived in Dubai from Umm 
Qasr Sunday with 700 Indians. The refugees left for Bombay and 
Delhi on five Air India flights the same day. Sailors from the 
British frigate Jupiter, helping enforce a United Nations sea 
blockade of Iraq, stopped and boarded foe Akbar off Qatar 
Sunday to check its cargo. The freighter was allowed to proceed 
after no prohibited cargo was found. 

Turks turn back Gulf-bound ship . 

BONN (R) — Turkey has turned back a Polish freighter suspected 
of heading for the Gulf with a cargo of chemicals suitable for 
weapons production, tbs West German Foreign Ministry said 
Monday. A spokesman said that accor ding to Turkish authorities, 
the freighter Wloclawek was r et urnin g to the Belgian port of 
Antwerp after being stopped with its cargo of chemicals from, a 
West German firm. The freighter docked in the southern Turkish 
port of Mersin before setting sail for Antwerp. The ministry did not 
say when the vessel was turned back. The spokesman said the ship 
had been loaded in foe Belgian port with 1,059 tonnes of sodium 
cyanide suitable for the production of hydrogen cyanide and other 
poison gases. The cheimcals were purchased by a Belgian firm from 
foe Hamburg-based Rotexcfaemie c omp any, be added. 

Two U.S. pilots killed in Saudi crash 

DHAHRAN (AP) — Two U.S. air force pilots were killed Sunday 
when their F- 15 fighter plane cradled during a low-level exercise in. 
Sandi Arabia, the U.S. military command said. They were foe first' 
dr force personnel reported killed in Saudi Arabia ance the 
beginning of Operation Desert Shield began two months ago. The 
aircraft, assigned to the 4th Tactical Fighter Wing, was on a * 
“routine, low-level training mission” in the southern Saudi desert 
about 9:35 local time (0535 GMT), officers said. They said the 
pilots’ names were withheld pending notification of relatives. A 
board of inquiry was assigned to investigate. One other air force 
plane, an F-16, crashed earlier in Saudi Arabia, but the pilot was 
unhurt. The latest crash brought to five foe number of U.S. 
servicemen killed in Saudi Arabia during Operation Desert Shield 
It came a day after the army issued a statement saying the safety 
record for its personnel was better than ja/nqnnal times: inrihe 
Unjted States.. ... . ... - 

Libya dosing Chad opposition radio 

ROME (AP) — Muammar Qadhafi’s government has closed & 

Chadian opposition radio station hmaAmefftig frnm T ihyn ryflfft- 

ing an easing of relations with Chad, the official Libyan News 
Agency (JANA) repented. The brief dispatch quoted an unidenti- 
fied Libyan foreign ministry source as saying foe radio station had 
been dosed. The source “announced that (Libya) ended on her 
part all the problems with Chad by referring the subject of dispute 
to the International Court of Justice ” the dispatch said. The court, g 
based in the Hague, recently received requests from both Libya T 
and Chad to consider their decades-long dispute over the Libyan- 
occupied Aouzou Strip. Both countries agreed in a 1989 peace 
treaty that the conflict over the mineral-rich strip would be referred 
to the court if diplomatic efforts failed to resolve it. 

Cyprus 'strictly implementing’ embargo 

NICOSIA (R) — Cyprus is strictly regulating exports to Jordan 
and other countries in order to prevent possible violations of 
United Nations sanctions against Iraq, President George YassOiou 
sadi Sunday. He said Cyprus, a key trading centre of the Middle 
East, was not only implementing the embargo but had sought to 
dose posable loopholes in order to prevent goods being exported 
from Cyprus to a third country for re-export to Iraq. “We have 
gone further than most other countries. Not only have we imposed 
the embargo on anything that moves out of Cyprus... but we have 
done something which as far as I know no other country has done," 
be told a news confidence. “Our central hank has issued 
instructions to all banks, offshore and local, that they should not, 
irrespective of how much money foe client has, open letters of 
credit or help in any trainsactions towards Jordan or airy other 
countries which could be used as a centre for the breaking the 
embargo unless there is a history behind them,” he said. Vassfliou 
said all requests for exports were being carefully screened. “We are 
Uying to avoid what would be legal breaking of the embargo. . . that 
is products being sent to Jordan, or Lebanon or any other country 
and from there cha n g ing the documents and being re-exported," he 
said. 
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Home News 


Financial institutions 
goffer credit to small, 

; income-generating projects 


K-rv ‘‘•to. 


e ft,? 3s b. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A total of 
a ‘gbt banks and fwiati«»i institu- 
tions have now registered with 
the Industrial Development B ank 
(IDB) as willing to offer credit to 
soiall-size enterprises and 
income-generating projects in 
Jordan and a special IDB office 
has embarked on the process of 
processing applications for loans 
for such projects, according to 
the office Director Ynsri A] 
Zara. 

He said that the office would 
forward applications for loans to 
the banks and financial institu- 
tions which will, in turn, analyse 
and scrutinise each request and 
application before the loan is 


The Housing Bank which has 
registered as one of the creditor 
restitutions for the programme, 
said last month that it was finalis- 
ing arrangements to provide 
loans for these income-generating 
projects, but was giving prefer- 


Tourism sector — major 
casualty of the Gulf crisis 


By Jomnann Halawa 

Spdcal to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Hope against 
hope that something could be 
salvaged from the crumbling 
KHir s im industry in Jordan this 
year have faded away, and 
most operators and hoteliers 
are resigned to writing this 
season off. 

Tourism is one of the 
major Jordanian casualties of 
the Gulf crisis. The sector has 
been showing positive signs of 
growth and recovery after a 
stagnant period of two years 
before the Iraqi takeover of 
-Kuwait Aug. 2, which trig- 
gered alarms of war in the 
region. 

“We are in serious trouble,** 
said Michel Nazzal, president 
of Jordan Hotels Association. 
He said beaches of Aqaba, 
normally crowded dining the 
season by Italians, Germans, 

S candinavians and Austrians, 
_are now deserted, with some of 
•-.the. hotels- reporting less than 


(five peT'centTaccnpancy. ■ «* “W.yew.. 

Nazzal said that this year’s “In other words tourism "in- 


according to NazzaL 
Last year the hotels reported 
350,000 bednights daring the 
season, said Nazzal. “This year 
I believe the number is zero, 
what with the western media 
drumming up alarming reports 
of a conflict breaking out an y 
moment,” Nazzal told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh estimates that Jordan 
lost about 750,000 tourists this 
year: translated into figures, 
this means a loss of about $250 

million 

The sad state of affairs is not 
limited to Aqaba, but also the 
Dead Sea, one of Jordan's key 
tonrist spots which draws 
heavy international attraction 
for die medicinal value of its 
thick, saline water. 

The biggest blow to the 
Dead Sea prospects came 
when a German company de- 
ferred a programme under 
which at least 30,000 tourists 
were scheduled to come to tire 
razz? tins .year. r, 


season was almost over and 
bookings for October through 
December were cancelled at 
many hotels in Aqaba along 
with dozens of charter tonrist 
flights to the Red Sea port. 

Signs of trouble were 
already evident in early August 
when tourism was seriously 
affected by the Gulf crisis, but 
many operators were expecting 
the situation to change by the 
end of September, wrth hopes 
that charter flights could re- 
sume by early November and 


dustiy is in deep trouble,” 
according to Nazzal. We 
should do something to strive 
this serious problem or hotels 
would be closed if the situation 
remains the .same.” 

“Another major problem 
facing Jordan is unemploy- 
ment; 6,500 hotel employees 
are threatened by the Jorda- 
nian economic ' situation and 
the Gulf crisis. Over 1,500 
employees were already dis- 
charged and 2,000 more are 
expected to be discharged 


continue until March. But soon, Nazzal told the Jordan 
those hopes are now gone. Times. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King congratulates Guinea 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Monday seat a 
cable to Guinean President Lansana Conte in which he congratu- 
lated him in his name and on behalf of the Jordanian government 
and people on Guinea’s national day. 

Italian minister arrives 

AMMAN (J.T) — Tuesday October 2, 1990, Mr. Claudio 
Marteffi, I talian deputy prime minister, will arrive in Jordan for a 
working visit during which he will meet Jordanian officials to 
discuss the Gulf crisis and bilateral relationship. Mr. Martelll win 
-bold a press conference at Marka Civil Airport, before his 
de par t u re from Jordan on Tuesday October 2, 1990 around 5, 30 
p.m. 

Arab Child Week starts 

AMMAN (Petra) — As part of Jordan’s celebration for the Arab 
Child Week which started Monday, more than 200 chil dren took 
. part in a. march organised by Amman Education Department in 
cooperation with the Jordanian Women Federation. The march 
proceeded from the Islamic Hospital in Amman to King Abdnllah 

.Mosque where the children were lectured by a Ministry of Awqaf 
md Mamie Affairs official on childhood and its importance. 
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Brotherhood leader appeals 
to foreign media to bring 
Jordan’s plight into focus 


ence to plans intended to be 
carried out at locations outside 
the capital, Amman. 

The loans programme is de- 
signed to encourage capital hol- 
ders to invest in new projects 
which can employ local job- 
seekers, can earn investors added 
income and can meet the needs of 
the local community,” the Hous- 
ing Bank said. 

The bank said that the volume 
of loans depended on feasibility 
studies, on projects and their 
location, and preference would be 
given to those in rural regions' of 
Jordan. 

It said that applications for 
loans would be received by the 
bank as of Tuesday Oct. 2, 1990. 

Prime Minister Modar Badran 
announced in Parliament earlier 
this year that special attention 
would be given to small and 
medium-size projects, which can 
absorb part of the country’s job 
seekers and generate income. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior leader of 
the Muslim Brotherhood Monday 
m ad e an impassioned appeal to 
the foreign information miy lia to 
project a “correct and objective” 
picture of Jordan’s political posi- 
tion vis-a-vis the Gulf crisis and 
the hardships it is facing as a 
result of the crisis and the imposi- 
tion of sanctions ageing* Iraq. 

“Jordan has always sought 
peace and will continue to do so,” 
said All Hawamdeh, a member of 
the Lower House of Parliament. 
*Tt has always remained neutral 
in aD conflicts and advocated 
dialogue,” he told foreign repor- 
ters on the fringes of a press 
conference held by a delegation 
of Islamic movements in the Mid- 
dle East and the orient. 

“There is no difference in the 
position of the leadership and the 
people of Jordan over the Gulf 
crisis,” Hawamdeh said. “We 
want peace, we do not want war 
and we are trying to avert a' 
military conflict in the Gulf,” be 
said. 

“Jordan is die only country 
which is cooperating with our 
mission.” said Hawamdeh, refer- 
ring to the Islamic delegation 
which visited Saudi Arabia, Iran 


and Iraq in a mission for peace 
and presenting the Islamic view- 
points on the Gulf crisis. “In fart, 
some consents did not even per- 
mit the visit of this delegation," 
be said pointing out that His 
Majesty King Hussein had met 
with the team before it bunched 
its mission. 

“If you look at the history of 
Jordan, you will find thar our 
’ country has always stood for jus- 
tice, dialogue and reason,” he 
said. “This element is being over- 
looked these days.” 

On the other hand, Hawamdeh 
said, "Jordan is facing a critical 
economic situation.” 

“We have suffered a serious 
loss as a result of the (U.N.) 
embargo on Iraq,” he said. “We 
will lose at least two billion dinars 
and our economy cannot absorb 
such a loss." 

“Our exports have suffered, 
our industries are being dosed 
down and our unemployment 
rate is going up,* he added. “Our 
country is small and it simply 
cannot withstand it.” 

“You should bring this element 
into focus,” be told a group of 
foreign reporters who crowded 
around him after the press con- 
ference. “Only then, the news 
coverage out of Amman will be 
objective and right.” 


Government tries to 
assess damage caused 
by returning nationals 


By a staff reporter 

AMMAN — The Ministry of 
Labour will begin accepting 
applications Tuesday from 
Jordanians formerly working 
in the Gulf in-order to assess 
their situation and consider 
possible compensation for 
those hardest hit by the crisis. 

The ministry is not dear 
what it will do with the ap- 
plications because the magni- 
tude of the problem is not yet 
known, according to a Minis- 
try of Labour official. “The 
^.a^otfen wjfl.be ajorm of 
odanhentanori' of 1 the poten- 
tial damage . the. crisis could 
cause to the country’s work- 
force,” the official said. “We 
want to assess their, situation 
and how their return will 
affect the country,” he added. 

According to the official, 
thousands of Jordanians have 
returned with their families to 
Jordan since the eruption of 
the Gulf crisis. He said that at 
least 30,000 people have re- 
turned but official figures are 
not yet available. 

"The Jordanians returning 
from the Gulf were either de- 
ported or were pressured to 
leave or they simply left on 
their own because of the possi- 
bility of war,” the offidal said. 
He said the bulk of those 
returning came from Kuwait; 
approximately 700,000 Jorda- 
nian nationals work in the 
Gulf states sending home vital 
remittances. 

Saudi Arabia, has intro- 
duced restrictions on Jorda- 
nians, Palestinians and Yeme- 
nis, who form the bulk of its 
workforce and expelled hun- 


dreds of Yemenis and Jorda- 
nians in the latest of a series of 
measures taken by Gulf states 
against nationals of Arab 
countries opposed to the U.S.- 
led military buildup in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Sandi Arabia has also ex- 
pelled Jordanian diplomats 
from the embassy in Riyadh 
and the consulate in Jeddah. 
The ministry official con- 
firmed reports about hundreds 
of Jordanians working in 
Saudi Arabia being denied 
- reentry after spending their 
> ^^npmqr holidays in Jordan, or 
work .contracts 
-terminated unexpectedly,, 
forcing them to leave. Persis- 
tent reports in recent weeks 
have spoken of thousands of 
Jordanians being put under 
pressure by direct and indirect 
methods of harassment. 

Jordanian officials worry 
about what the possible re- 
turn of expatriates will do to 
the Kingdom's already high 
unemployment rate which is 
estimated at 15-20 per cent of 
the total workforce. 

The official said the poten- 
tial labour problem is ex- 
tremely serious. “They are 
kicking us around right and 
left,” he said referring to the 
majority of Gulf states. 

Another official said that 
Qatar and Bahrain have also 
sacked Jordanians working as 
advisers with %heir armed 
forces. He said all Jordanian 
officers seconded to the Qatari 
army bad been dismissed, and 
would be replaced by Egyptian 
officers; and all five officers on 
loan to Bahrain’s airforce have 
been ordered to leave. 


•L/ - ■“ 




Youth processions pass thr o ugh downtown Amman Monday as Jordan celebrates Prophet Mohammad’s birthday (photos Yousef A1 


Celebrations mark Prophet’s birthday 


AMMAN (J.T) — Jordan along 
with other Arab and Mamie na- 
tions Monday celebrate Prophet 
Mohammad’s birthday with cere- 
monies held in mosques around 
the Kingdom. 

In Amman the occasion was 
celebrated with processions con- 
ducted by scout and Muslim 
youths from various districts car- 
rying Jor danian flags, posters and 
portraits of His Majesty King 
Hussein. 

The procession, organised by 
the Ministry of Awqaf and Isla- 
mic Affairs, passed through the 


186,696 

leave 

Jordan 

through 

Aqaba 


AQABA (Petra) — The number 
of passengers leaving Aqaba to 
Egyptian ports since Aug. 13, 
1990, until Oct. 1, reached 
186,696, according to the Arab 
Maritime Bridge Company 
Director General Sabri Kate’. 

. .lit an interview with foe Jordan 
News Agency. Petri. Kale-’ said 
the company had managed to. 
transport these large numbers of 
passengers by exerting extensive 
efforts and unprecedented coop- 
eration between the govern- 
ment's concerned authorities and 
the public voluntary organisa- 
tions and societies. 

He said despite the fact that the 
company had increased its staff to 
face the crisis and in spite of the 
rise in insurance fees, which 
caused an increase in expenses, 
the company kept the prices of 
the tickets unchanged. “This hap- 
pened because the company's 
objective is not to make profits 
since it is owned by three states, 
but to connect the eastern part of 
the Arab World with the Western 
part, which is a goal all Arabs are 
attempting to achieve,” be said. 

He said the company leased 
two ships to face the increasing 
number of passengers. “Now that 
the number of passengers de- 
creased, the company is uong 
only its ferryboats,’’ be said. 


Church leaders assess relief 
aid to evacuees, appeal for peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) — On the 30th 
of September 1990, a meeting of 
church leaders and representa- 
tives in Jordan was held at the 
Middle East Council of Churches 
(MECCJ offices in Amman. The 
meeting was convened by the 
council’s general- secretary, Gab- 
riel Habib, who is currently visit- 
ing the country to discuss the 
relief services rendered to the 
evacuees from Iraq and Kuwait 
by the churches u> Jordan in 
coordination with all humanita- 
rian service agencies involved. 

The participants reiterated that 
die objectives of their relief prog- 
ramme is directed to all evacuees 
transiting through Jordan regard- 
less of tbeir ethnic or religions 
backgrounds. This is rooted in 
die participants’ faith, which re- 
quires them to be in solidarity 
with the poor and the powerless, 
and in their conviction that hu- 
man dignity and the right to life 
are beyond international political 
and legal considerations. 

In a previous statement, the 
council had em phasis ed that re- 
lief was not only to provide mate- 
rial assistance to the hungry, the 
thirsty, the sick and the ex- 
hausted, but also to respond to 
the aspirations of the evacuees 
for justice and dignity. Homan 
beings, to whatever nation they ■ 

belong, are the gifts of God and 


should not be victimised by con- 
flicts between rulers or tensions 
between nations. 

In this regard, the participants 
reaffirmed their intention to con- 
tinue to extend assistance to the 
Asian and Arab evacuees. 
Moreover, they thanked all sup- 
porting church and h umanitarian 
agencies in the world and called 
upon them to increase their con- 
tributions to the relief efforts in 
Jordan. 

The relief needs created by the 
influx of evacuees exceed the 
resources available in this country 
and are exacerbating the strained 
economic situation in Jordan, 
which has not spared any effort to 
extend help to the evacuees tran- 
siting through its territory or to its 
own citizens returning from 
Kuwait and Iraq. 

The participants further 
emphasised that it was not fair to 
leave Jordan to endure alone the 
burden of this exception human 
calamity, which should be the 
responsibility of flic international 


community. 

The participants stressed the 
importance of consolidating 
Muslim-Christian solidarity, call- 
ing upon all co-citizens to further 
enhan ce their commitment to the 
welfare of human beings as God’s 
creation. 

The Middle East Council of 
Churches and its member chur- 
ches in Jordan also called for the 
deepening of national unity to 
face the critical times experienced 
by tins nation and the possible 
catastrophes which the region 
may endure if wisdom and dia- 
logue fail to prevail. 

The participants seized the 
opportunity to extend deep grati- 
tude to all those who facilitated 
the work of the council, namely 
the leadership and government of 
Jordan, and particularly the Min- 
isterial Expatriate Welfare Com- 
mittee as well as the various 
Non-Governmental Organisa- 
tions (NGOs) in the country, 
commending their sincere coop- 
eration and unlimited support. 


Bridges closed on Oct 4 

■ AMMAN (Petra) — King Hussein bridge and Prince Mohammad 
bridge over the Jordan River will be dosed on Thursday Oct. 4, 
1990, according to Public Security Department (PSD) sources. 
The sources said that on Thursday and Friday Oct. 3 and S only 
200 people would be allowed to cross into tbe West Bank each 
day. 


main streets in Amman ending at 
tbe Hasbemieh Square near tbe 
old municipality building down- 
twon, where a huge rally was held 
and addressed by prominent 
speakers like Sheikh Abdol Baqi 
Jammo, minister of stare for par- 
liamentary affairs, and several 
representatives of various minis- 
tries and departments involved in 
organising the event. 

Muslim youths chanted reli- 
gious songs and even carried a 
replica of the holy Kaasa of 
Mecca during the procession and 
at the rally, which was attended 


by thousands of people. Minister 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Aii 
A1 Faqir attended the event. 

On the occassion His Majesty 
King Hussein received congra- 
tulatory cables from King Hassan 
II of Morocco, Yemeni President 
Ah Abdullah Saleh, Tunisian 
President Zine AJ Abidine Ibn 
Ali, President Ma’moun Abdul 
Qayyoum of the Maldives and 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) Secretary-General Hilmi 
Nammar. 

Also congratulating the King 


on the occasion were Prime 
Minister Modar Badran, Speaker 
of the Upper House of Parlia- 
ment Ahmad AJ Lawri, Speaker 
of the Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Suleiman Arar, Amman 
Mayor Ali Suheimat, Islamic 
Chief Justice Mohammad 
Mbeilan, Armed Forces Chief of 
Staff General Fathi Abu Taleb, 
directors of the public security, 
civil defence and general intelli- 
gence departments as well as 
representatives of offidal and 
public institutions in the King- 
dom. 


Japanese prime minister arrives Wednesday 


Jordan, Japan to discuss 
economic situation. Gulf crisis 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Economic 
difficulties facing Jordan as a 
result of sanctions imposed on 
Iraq for its takeover of Kuwait, 
Aug. 2, will be one of two main 
topics for discussion here be- 
tween Japanese Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu and Jor danian 
leaders, according to the 
Japanese Embassy here. 

Another topic will be develop- 
ments in the Gulf region and 
prospects of settling die problem 
by peaceful means, according to 
an embassy statement Monday. 

Tbe statement was issued on 
the eve- pf-Kaiftt’s arrival ;here, 
Wednesday afternoon, r on the 
second leg of a Middle East tour 
which, beside Jordan, includes 
Egypt, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and 
O man 

The statement said that the 


two-day visit was a clear indica- 
tion of Japan's sincere interest in 
the well-being of the Middle East 
region, its peace and stability. 

Japan has pledged S2 billion to 
Jordan, Turkey and Egypt, 
among tbe hardest hit countries 
to apply sanctions on Iraq; in 
addition, Japan has earmarked 
another $2 billion for the multina- 
tional forces in Saudi Arabia. 

According to the statement, 
during Kaifu’s seven-day trip, 
Japan expects frank exchanges of 
opinions with the leaders of tbe 
five countries on the events in the 
Middle East and the Gulf and 
i»ope ration with these co'ofitrfes 
to resolve the present vpfa&le 
situation. 

Jordan, which established di- 
plomatic relations with Japan at 
ambassadorial level in 1974. bol- 
stered relationship with Japan 


with visits to Tokyo by His 
Majesty King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan who organised an econo- 
mic seminar on Jordan in the 
Japanese capital to attract invest- 
ments in the Kingdom. 

According to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, Jordan exports 
phosphate and imports machin- 
ery, vehicles electrical appliances 
and other manufactured goods. 

It said that Japan granted Jor- 
dan a total of $139 mil H on in 
development assistance between 
1963 and 1986, but as of 1987 
Tokyo gave Jordan assistance 
worth more than 45 billion yen 
an£a $300 million loan. Kaifu. 
who attended the U.N. World 
S ummi t for Children in New 
York last week, will be arriving 
here from Cairo and will leave 
Jordan Thursday. 


Cerebral Palsy Foundation 
starts fund-raising campaign 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Official statis- 
tics in Jordan show that the coun- 
try has at least 10.000 cerebral 
palsy cases and only 4,440 re- 
ceived assistance from the' Cere- 
bral Palsy Foundation’s* (CPF) 
five centres, according to founda- 
tion President Fakhri Bflbeia. 

“This year the CPF is celebrat- 
ing its 13th birthday and is look- 
ing back with pride at its achieve- 
ments in assisting families with 
cerebral palsy cases,” Bilbeisi 
said in a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency. Petra, prior to the 
foundation’s Oct. 4 campaign to 
raise funds to finance tbe opera- 
tions of the five ce n tre s . 

Bilbeisi said on Thnrsday Oct. 
4 that a campaign would be laun- 
ched to raise funds from organisa- 
tions, private citizens and institu- 
tions to extend a helping hand to 
the thousands of children with 
cerebral palsy conditions who re- 
ceive free medical treatment and 
therapy at the foundation’s cen- 
tres. 

“Students of community col- 
leges, schools and universities 
will be involved in the one-day 
campaign in Amman to collect 
donations; they will be distribut- 
ing leaflets and posters in support 
of their drive to achieve tha{ goal 
and to spread awareness among 
members of tbe public about 
cerebral palsy," Bilbeisi said. 

“The CPF, established in 1977, 
has succeeded so far to open five, 
centres in Amman, Zarqa, Irbid, 
Aqaba and Salt to provide advice 
and information to families who 
have cerebral palsy cases, and 
therapy and treatment without 
any charge,” Bilbeisi continued. 

"In addition to the 4,440 cases 
CPF expects another 750 cases to 
be registered by tbe end of 1990. 
and all indications point to the 
fact that tbe number of cases is on . 
the increase,” Bilbeisi said. 

“The* younger tbe child is sent 
to the centre for therapy, the- 
greater are his or her chances of 
complete cure,” said Bilbeisi, 
who advised families to benefit 
from such free of charge services 
and save their children. 

Bflbeis said the “palsy” is re- 
lated to the inability of tbe child 
to use his muscles property, so his 
mobility is impeded; and “cere- 


fF «**- 




A therapist at one of the Cerebral Palsy Foundation’s centres works 
with a HiM whose mobility is affected by the disease (CPF file photo) 


bral” means that the cause is tbe 
affected brain (central nervous 
system). 

He said that injury can happen, 
during pregnancy, at delivery or 
after birth, especially during’ the 
critical post-natal month. 

Referring to the national cen- 
tre for rehabilitation, a scheme 
which the CPF intends to imple- 
ment, Bilbeisi said that this cen- 
tre was operational at the CPF in 
Amman, offering children a 
chance to special education. 

The CPF, he said, is now hold- 
ing intensive contacts with the 
Ministry of Education to open 
special education classes at 
schools in Amman to offer the 


foundation’s therapists a chance 
to come to the classrooms and 
offer their much-needed help to 
■the unfortunate children. 

“However, this plan requires a 
special programme and huge 
funds for implementation, far too 
greater than the CPF can handle 
on its own, and assistance from 
Ministry of Health, Ministry of 
Education and international 
organisations is now sought,” Bfl- 
bcisi added. 

He appealed to all benefactors 
and organisations to donate 
generously to the CPF. to enable 
it to pursue its humanita rian mis- 
sion. 
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Democracy for all 

THE RESTORATION of legitimacy to Kuwait as the U.N. 
Security Conncfl is demanding in its many resolutions 
en tails much more than the withdrawal of Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait and the return of the emir of Kuwait to the throne. 
Full restoration of legitimacy to Kuwait requires first and 
foremost the restoration of democracy to ton* country and 
the exercise of the right to self-determination by aD its 
people. And in order to accomplish this feat, the interna- 
tional co mmuni ty must endeavour as a matter of highest 
priority to enfranchise the hundreds of thousands of lawful 
residents of Kuwait who have lived all their lives in the 
country but continue to be denied cit iz ens h ip rights, 
including the right to vote and exercise the right to 
self-determination in contravention of the most sacred 
principles of the U.N. Charter and the many international 
instr umen ts and conventions on civil and political rights. It 
is amply shocking to note that so many residents of Kuwait 
who have made that state their country and contributed 
to its development and well-being economically, socially and 
culturally have been denied for so long their inalienable 
ri gh t to citizenship. It is also even more shocking to learn 
that there had been two categories of Kuwaiti citizens 
tiderated by the laws and constitution of Kuwait under 
which there were grade one citizens with full rights to vote 
and hold public office and grade two citizens without die 
right to elect or be elected or hold public office. With less 
than 20 per cut of the Kuwaiti population able to exercise 
Ml citizenship rights, no wonder the political climate there 
was anything but satisfactory or legitimate in the full sense 
of the word. 

Since the U.N. Security Council is so zealous about the 
restoration of legitimacy in Kuwait and has been clamouring 
for it with vigour, it would be in order for it to prepare for 
or envisage an honest election in that country in which all 
the “Kuwaiti” people would be able to participate. Other- 
wise the restoration of legitimacy would remain defective 
and farcical in terms. Such a dimension of the 

Kuwaiti situation can be added to the list of priority issues 
that need to be addressed in any negotiated settlement of the 
Gulf crisis. Once full democracy is introduced and the 
people of Kuwait are granted their full political and civil 
rights, the process could be extended to reach other Gulf 
and Arab countries if indeed long-term stability is sought. 
The West should be profoundly concerned about the 
introduction of democracy in the Gulf region, in the Arab 
World and throughout because it is in everybody’s interest 
to democratise. There, the West cannot hope to employ its 
double standards and hypocritical means and succeed. The 
peoples of this region, as indeed throughout die world, have 
to be given their full rights and the chance to determine their 
own future and destiny free of all outside pressures and 
threats. 


NTAR 


AL RAT Arabic daily said Monday that the Islamic world 
celebrates the Prophet Mohammad’s birthday at a time when 
foreign forces occupy the holy land in the Arabian peninsula not 
far away from the Prophet’s tomb and the holy shrines. The 
invading forces have come to the Arabian peninsula to stem the 
Islamic nation's drive to spread God's faith and to prevent any 
attempt by the Arabs to attain their aspirations, the paper said. 
As the Muslims celebrate the Eid. said the paper, the forces of 
evil with their various weapons are besieging the land where the 
Prophet was bom and where he led the Islamic forces against the 
infidels and against the enemies of the Arab Nation. The paper 
said that given the faith and strong belief in God and in His 
Prophet, the Arab Nation L* hr »und to defeat the invaders and 
evict them from the holy land. The holy war which the Arabs are 
waging against the devil and bis allies is a war against injustice and 
a war to establish justice and equality among Muslims, said the 
paper. It expressed confidence that the Arab and Islamic people 
will come out victorious as they did under the Prophet Moham- 
mad who had led his forces to victory over the alliance of the 
criminals and the enemies of Islam. 

A columnist in Al Ra’i daily Monday expresses the view that the 
Gulf crisis is bound to take a long time to settle, and that Jordan is 
compeDed to adopt certain measures to deal with the outcome of 
this crisis. Fahd AJ Fanek says the Americans have not completed 
their preparations for war because they are awaiting the weather 
to cool so that their troops can fight and they might not launch a 
war because of the congressional elections next month and 
Christinas in December since no one wants to celebrate the 
occasion with returning coffins. As the confrontation might take a 
long time, the writer notes, Jordanians have to take certain 
measures to adapt to the situation regardless of the result of this 
confrontation. He says that the people of Jordan should be ready 
to repel any Israeli attack, and through sufficient military 
preparations, Jordan can convince Israel of the futility of 
launching an aggression on Jordan. Fanek calls on Jordan to 
adopt a severe austerity programme, stop paying foreign debts 
except to those countries helping Jordan and reorganise the 
country's economic system with regard to prices of commodities, 
distribution of fuel etc. He says that Jordanians should not wait 
for others to bring them compensation or good surprises. 

Al Dnstour for its part discussed the French plan for settling the 
Gulf crisis and said it offers a real chance for peace and the 
various parties an opportunity to avert military confrontation. 
The paper said that the Iraqi president has expressed willingness 
to open a dialogue with France in a bid to put its peace initiative 
into practice because Iraq considers this plan as containing 
elements that can be used as a start for talks on the crisis. The 
paper said that if the Western countries stopped their threats of 
resorting to war and resorted to a dialogue and to reason or at 
least accepted France's plan as a basis for a settlement the world 
can be saved from a catastrophe. But it said that should the 
United States persist in ignoring the peace bids from Iraq, then 
die worst can be expected not for the Arabs atone but for all 
parties involved in the crisis as well as Europe and the United 
States. 


The View from Fourth Circle 


FRENCH diplomacy is like the 
marvelous French Camembert 
cheese; it can be slightly tough 
and bitter on the outside, bnt 
once you get through the sur- 
face superficialities the inside 
is almost always soft, smooth 
and satisfying. French di- 
plomacy is important tins week 
because the initiative which 
French President Francois Mit- 
terrand launched during his 
speech before the U.N . Gener- 
al Assembly on September 24 
may prove to be the first se- 
rious sign of three essential 
elements that are required to 
resolve the Gulf crisis fairly, 
and peacefully: 

a) The West must appreciate 
the fact that this conflict can 
only be vastly exacerbated and 
complicated by the massive in- 
tervention of foreign military 
forces, and that quiet diploma- 
cy is the best means of resolv- 
ing the conflict on the basis of 

U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions. In other words, Me-no- 
wimp George, Super- 
Hormones Maggie and the 
Fastest Guns in the West have 
to put away their racist, colo- 
nial habits and finally live with 
the fact that the military might 
of the industrialised powers 
cannot perpetuate a world 
order which has proved wildly 
unjust and unsatisfactory to 
hundreds of millions of dark 
skinned people in the Third 
World. 


Pass the crackers 


b) The West must appreciate 
that the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait was not the irrational, 
spontaneous act of a mega- 
lomania! individual or an en- 
tire national leadership. 
Rather, it represents the depth 
of despair and madness to 
which the Arab world has sunk 
— to the point that one Arab 
country feels it has to obliter- 
ate another to make a crucial 
point about the impact of the 
distortions, inequities and in- 


justices which have characte- 
rised the Arab World since the 
British and the French drew up 
the post- World War One Arab 
political order, and since the 
Americans and the Israelis 
have sought to maintain it 
since shortly after World War 
Two. If the West seeks to 
resolve this conflict according 
to international law, it must 
appreciate the deeper senti- 
ments and problems which 

caused the conflict to erupt in 

the first place, and thereby to 
assure that international law is 
equally applied to all people. 

c) The Iraqis must appreci- 
ate that while they may have 
the right to use force to bring 
to the attention of the world a 
series of bilateral and regional 
problems which the world has 
largely ignored, they have 
neither the right nor the ability 
to perpetuate a situation of 
predatory militarism. There 
are many truths to the political 
and economic complaints 
which Iraq raises against 
Kuwait and the other Gulf 
oil-producers, but the Iraqi 
solution of obliterating Kuwait 
and annexing it forever simply 
cannot be accepted as an 
appropriate model for conflict- 
resolution. Iraq has to appreci- 
ate that it must get out of 
Kuwait, in order to have the 
Arab World and the rest of the 
world deal coherently with the 
grievances it has raised. The 
initial Iraqi reaction to the 
Mitterrand speech was gener- 
ally positive, which suggests 
that we may be moving onto 
the path of a more serious 
exploration of negotiating pos- 
sibilities than has been the case 
to date. 

We need to distinguish be- 
tween the things which Iraq 


has done: it has done good 
things by raising legitimate 
accusations against Kuwait on 
bilateral issues, by highlighting 
the political fragility, diploma- 
tic stupor and fiscal irresponsi- 
bility of the Arab oQ-producing 
states of the Gulf, and by 
' re mindin g the world that hu- 
man dignity cannot forever put 
up with the West's double stan- 
dards of zeal and frenzy in 
applying Security Council re- 
solutions to the Gulf but lassi- 
tude and indifference in ap- 
plying other, equally manda- 
tory Security Council resolu- 
tions to Palestine, Lebanon, 
Syria and other conflicts. But, 
Iraq has acted inappropriately 
by occupying Kuwait and 
annexing it. and the entire 
world, including all the Arab 
states, has made this clear to 
Iraq. 

For their part, Me-no-wimp 
George, Super-Hormones 
Maggie and the Fastest Guns 
in the West also have a mixed 
record: they are right to insist 
on the application of manda- 
tory U.N. resolutions, but they 
are wrong to send in a massive 
military force that is out of all 
proportion to the essential 
problems at hand, and that is 
only certain to exacerbate 
inter-Arab splits while reviving 
powerful Arab opposition to 
the ugly and shameful tradition 
of western superpower in- 
tervention in our affairs. 

Enter the Camembert 
Corps, with the French initia- 
tive (well, it's not really an 
initiative, you see, because the 
French, being French, and 
only peripherally related to the 
rules of the rest of the world 
only because they happen to 
share the same Earth, always 
seek to break new ground in 


life, love, language and Di- 
plomacy, so this is not a formal 
initiative, bnt, oh, ideas or 
thoughts, or suggestions, or 
quelquechose de nouveau et de 
tres Francais, but never mind, 
it's ail part of die charm of the 
mind that made Camembert, 
whose other eccentricities are 
forgiven). 

The French initiative is im- 
portant because it seeks to 

address all the essential points 
that have been raised by all 
concerned parties. A reading 
of the full text of Mitterrand's 
speech shows a refreshing tone 
and spirit, a positive attempt to 
hear the complaints of all 
tides, and an underlying desire 
to deal with the real structural 
problems which have given rise 
to this conflict, rather than 
only with the symptoms of the 
region's malaise. The French 
initiative bolds out the promise 
of some hope for a negotiated 
settlement because it is ba- 
lanced and fair, rather than 
reflecting the frenzied partial- 
ity which has dominated much 
of the past two months. 

The French initiative addres- 
ses international concerns by 
calling for an Iraqi withdrawal 
from Kuwait, the liberation of 
foreign guest-hostages, and the 
sovereign, self-determinant ex- 
pression of the political will of 
the people of Kuwait (all 
several hundred thousand of 
them and their S20O billion... 
but perhaps that's a bit too 
mean-spirited for today’s fes- 
tival of croissants and Camem- 
bert cheese, so, for the mo- 
ment at least, never mind the 
magnitudes of Arab national- 
ism and pass the crackers). 
Then, we work for good neigh- 
bourly relations among all 
states in the region, with prob- 


lems solved through dialogue 
and negotiations, according to 
the principles of international 
law. Problems in the Gulf, 
Lebanon, Israel, Palestine and 
other places would be resolved 
through direct negotiations, 
whose results would be seated 
anri guaranteed by an interna- 
tional conference. 

(Zut alois! You ask in de- 
sperate irritation but secret 
admiration: what makes the 
French so French? lis te n to 
this part of toe Mitterrand 
speech about the international 
conference: “An bout du cfae- 
min, on retrouve Tidee de la 
conference Internationale, 
garante de Fexecution de rac- 
oon! et catalyseur de toute 
negotiation reussie,” My un- 
official translation: “at the end 
of toe road, once again we 
meet up with the idea of the 
international conference, 
guarantor of the implementa- 
tion of [bilateral] agreements 
[among neighbouring states] 
and catalyst for all successful 
negotiations.” 

What a contrast! While Me- 
no-wimp George and Super- 
Hormones Maggie push for- 
ward toe frontiers of diploma- 
cy driven by stirrings in one’s 
loins rather than in one's 
brains, the French president 
has us and the international 
conference running into one 
another at the end of a long 
road, like lovers destined to 
meet and to embrace, inexor- 
ably drawn to one another by 
w hiffs of perfume which move 
us deeply but which we cannot 
touch; bnt, at this early and 
delicate stage of tire courtship 
between us and the interna- 
tional conference, never pre- 
cisely spelling out our inevit- 
able meeting at toe end of the 


By Rami G. Kboort 


road, instead only alluding to it 
so that neither of us is scared, 
but both are reassured. 

Finally, Mitterrand states 
frankly, yet with a matter-of- 
fact dignity that strikes me as 
a ppro p riate, that the world has 
to face up. to its raqxmabffity 
for previous Security Council 
resolutions which have never 
been implemented. He adds 
foat all people should have 
equal access to toe prindptes* 

and the consequences of 
'“right”, and recognises that 
people will not accept others’ 
rights if they are excluded, 
denied or rejected from right's 
benefits. 

It is no surprise, therefore, 
that the Iraqis should have 

responded relatively positively 

to the French, initiative. The 
lesson we could draw from this 
week's events is that a negoti- 
ated, peaceful resolution of the 
conflict is possible, but only if | 
the root causes of Middle East 
tensions are addressed while 
the consequences and symp- 
toms of those tensions (the 
Iraqi invasion, the internation- ; 
al military buildup) are snnul- 1 
taneously deal t with according 
to international law. The pre- 
cise content, order and sequ- 
ence of the elements of the 
French initiative will have to ; 
be worked on. Changes will 
have to be made to make the 
proposals acceptable to all. 
But the important thing here is 
that we have started identify- 
ing the key principles that must 
be affirmed for a peaceful solu- 
tion. They are principles that 
are largely acceptable to the 
Arab World, while coinciding 
with the dictates of interna- 
tional law. 

France has provided an im- 
portant sign of how realism 
and passion can be combined 
to create honest and workable 
diplomacy. This is a good way 
to start the third month of the 


Mission over, Germany united again 


By Martin Nesirky 
Reuter 

WEST BERLIN — Mission 
accomplished, the World War 
II allies which beat Hitler relin- 
quish sovereignty over Berlin 
and Germany at the stroke of 
midnight on Tuesday. 

Forty-five years after rolling 
into the ruins of Berlin, the 
allies — the United States, the 
Soviet Union, Britain and 
France — are closing one of 
the most extraordinary and 
complicated chapters in mod- 
em European history. 

German aircraft will soon be 
able to fly to Berlin again 
because allied control over 
airspace is being revoked. 

Sealed British military trains 
will stop shuttling along corri- 
dors from West Berlin through 
East Germany to the west. 

Soviet army jeeps will no 
longer zip down West Berlin's 
chic boulevards and Western 
patrols will cease visiting drab 
comers of the city's east to 
show the flag and raise spirits. 

The British Broadcasting 
Corporation's (BBC) reporter 
in Berlin will no longer be a 


OPEN LETTERS 


war correspondent with the 
rank of major. He may even 
have to leave his requisitioned 
home. 

“Our aim was to maintain 
Berlin's status, and thereby to 
safeguard the security of the 
city, but also to keep open the 
German question, whatever 
the difficulties." said Michael 
Burton, minister at the British 
mission in West Berlin. 

There were certainly diffi- 
culties. 

Moscow blockaded West 
Berlin for a year in 1948-49. 
East Germany sealed it off 
with the Berlin Wall in 1961. 
Soviet and American tanks 
stood barrel to barrel in the 
city. 

But once the wall fell last 
November as the East's com- 
munist system collapsed, uni- 
fication became inevitable and 
the German question was 
answered. Unity day is on Oct. 
3. 

“We can now relinquish our 
rights and responsibilities, now 
that Germany is to be unified 
in freedom and democracy,’’ 
Burton said in an interview at 
the vast British headquarters 


next to the stadium where Hit- 
ler staged the Olympic Games 
in 1936. 

The four powers and the two 
German states signed a treaty 
o ii ■’ rest 6 ri rig' : G e fra a n 
sovereignty in Moscow on 
Sept. 12, drawing a line under 
World War A after nearly half 
a century. 

Some 360,000 Soviet troops 
will withdraw from East Ger- 
many and the Western allies 
will simultaneously pull out of 
West Berlin, where they have a 
combined strength of about 
12.500 men. Allied forces in 
West Germany will also be cut 
back. 

After the Nazis were defe- 
ated. the Soviet Union and 
Poland received large tracts of 
Germany. The remainder was 
split into four occupation 
zones. Each power was also 
given a sector of Berlin and the 
right jointly to rule over Ger- 
many. 

But the forced cameraderie 
of world war soon switched to 
the political tension of the cold 
war. West Berlin, an enclave 
deep inside East Germany, 
was a regular flashpoint. 


The Russians stalked out of 
the allied Kommandatura, seat 
of four-power administration, 
in 1948 and slapped a blockade 
on West Berlin. Western allies 
kept the efty supplied-in a tense 
year-long air lift underscoring 
their commitment. 

Moscow soon handed con- 
trol of East Berlin to East 
Germany as its capital, a move 
the Western allies maintained 
was illegal under status agree- 
ments. 

The Soviet Union consi- 
dered West Berlin a self- 
contained entity and objected 
to Bonn considering it as one 
of West Germany’s federal 
states. 

The Western powers stuck 
pedantically to the letter of the 
accords that established allied 
rights and continued to issue 
special decrees right up until 
this month. 

Allied law regulated security 
in West Berlin to the end. 

Balloons and kites could not 
be flown and Germans could 
not carry weapons without 
allied permission. The death 
penalty was only abolished two 
years ago. Bonn did away with 


it in 1949. 

When it came to Nazi war 
criminal Rudolf Hess, it was 
the Russians who were pedan- 
tic. Hitler’s ^deputy was kept at 
Spandau prison in the' British 
sector of Berlin for- 40 years 
until his death in 1987. He was 
alternately guarded by the four 
allies. 

Towards the end of bis life, 
toe Western powers favoured 
setting him free but Moscow 
always vetoed his release. 

Within weeks of his death, 
the British demolished toe jail 
and began buflding a shopping 
centre for their army person- 
nel. 

At that stage, no one could 
have forecast the wall was 
going to fall. The Britania cen- 
tre was opened just this month 
and will probably be handed to 
the Germans when the allies 
leave the dty. Other property 
will also be returned. 

Bonn has asked the Western 
armed forces to stay in Berlin 
until Soviet troops have gone. 
But the three Western mis- 
sions. or militaiy governments, 
will cease to operate Tuesday. 

They are merging with their 


countries' embassies in East 
Berlin and their oonsulates- 
general in West Bertini 

West Berlin police have 
.□even begun to stop off-duty 
^rallied motorists ; for speeding 
’ and breath ' tests; sotafctbiiig 
they would never have dared 
do before, diplomats say. 

Given toe pace of events, 
much is still being decided ab- 
out toe t ransi tion to full Ger- 
man sovereignty and allies are 
likely to work with Germans 
initially on air control, for inst- 
ance. 

Future arrangements in 
areas such as intelligence, out 
of the political spotlight, are 
shrouded in silence. 

For long a capitalist island in 
a Communist sea. West Berth) 
became an ideal listening and 
intelligence post for the allies, 
particularly Americans, just an 
hour's drive from the Polish 
border and surrounded by 
Warsaw Pact troops. 

The three Western powers 
also kept special military mis- 
sions in Potsdam attached to 
Soviet forces in East Germany. 
Moscow has a similar set-up in 
West Germany. 


Give peace a push 

An open letter to American parents 

WE. the mothers of Jordan, sadly watched a television interview 
with the parents of American soldiers deployed in the Gulf. 

We are very grieved b> the predicament of these human beings. 

We hate to see these fine boys being sent to protect the interests 
of oil companies. 

We ask you to help prevent a war that is everyday inching closer 
to your children stationed there. 

The war can be prevented just as easily as it was planned many 
months ago. and you can help prevent it. Let those few powerful 
men resolve their differences over the conference table — not 
over the bodies of your and our sons and daughters. 

. This war will have no winners — only profiteers. If war should 
come, only your Defence Department — which did not want its 
budget cut by Congress. — the defence contractors, and oil 
companies will profit. 

Iraq was armed by your government over The past ten years. 
Now these same arms will be used against your own children. The 
men who approved this policy to sell the weapons are the same 
men who made the decision to send your children to the Middle 
East. If your government was not capable of making the right 
derisions then, why would you mist them to make the derision for 
your children now? 

We have lived through four wars here. We know the emptiness 
and sorrow that result from burying one's own children. Don’t be 
fooled into thinking this is for a good cause. The soldier on the 
evening news last week summed it up when he said that they were 
there to prevent the price of gasoline from rising a few cents. This 
is not a reason for war or the death of your children. We u-onder if 
this soldier knows that each time the price of oil rises one dollar, 
oil companies make S6G minion. President Bush was an oilman 
before becoming a politician. Will he be able to forget his past 
association and many friends m the oil business "or will he 
remember that it is your children he has asked to protect his 
friends’ oil profits. 

We have been invaded many times over the centuries and wc 
know these things just don't happen by chance. A meeting held in 
the U.S. two months before the invasion anticipated “problems 
with Iraq in two months time.” We all are the captive audience to 
events neatly planned long ago. 


This will not be another Panama or Grenada. Your child will 
face battle-hardened. Western-equipped soldiers that number 
over one million strong. 

Wrongs have been committed on both sides. So do not let your 
children be paw-ns on the chessboard of ambitious leaders and oil 
company executives. 

Please think about what we have said. We all know from past 
experiences and sorrowful hearts the horrific results of war. 
Please, before it is too late, call and tell the president at 
(202)456-141 4 and your representatives at (202)224-23121 to find 
a peaceful solution to this problem. It can be done, and the 
solution can start by guiding your leaders in making the wisest 
derisions. They were elected by you. make them listen to you. get 
involved, you can make all the difference. 

We pray for you and ask for your prayers in return. 

Jordanian Motbers 
P.O. Box 8431 

What right have you? 

Dear Mrs. Thatcher/Mr. Bush. 

FOR some five weeks now my colleagues and I have been 
listening and watching our so-called democratic government 
movements in the Gulf crisis. We have derided to put pen to 
paper and let you know our feelings. 

We are supposed to be a democratic country'. We voted for our 
present government, so what right have you Mrs. Thatcher to 
send troops to an area that has in reality got nothing to do with 
British rule? What right? In my opinion and that of many other 
British nationals, you have followed Mr. Bush when we believe in 
democracy. It is total hypocrisy and typical of your government to 
do so. If Mr. Bush in his so-called democratic ways wants to 
involve his people and nation in this matter, why on earth doesn't 
he sit down and discuss it amicably and peacefully with the 
politicians of the world. We live in the twentieth century, not the 
I7th or ISth. Someone, somewhere must have the right solution, 
a peaceful solution. Wars throughout the history of our planet 
have in my opinion, not solved a damn thing. I do realise people 
have their own opinions... well, this is my opinion and that of 
my colleagues in Iraq at present. How many of you and your 
government like to be sitting where wc are?? Not many, if any at 


And in the past five weeks it has taught me the reality of life. I 
decided to come to Kuwait and work, no: expecting or realising 
any foreseeable problems. That was my derision, however. My 
wife and two children expect me to be treated in the best possible 
way and to be protected whenever needs arise in the country of 
work. Now that has not happened. Your embassy in Kuwait did 
an appalling job in handling such matters and information was 
very limited. If it were not for the BBC. we would not have gotten 
as much information as we did. Do not get me wrong, Mrs. 
Thatcher. The British passport holder can only expea limited 
protection and l am telling you we received literally nothing. 

This Gulf crisis has nothing to do with me, you or anyone else 
for that matter, except the people of the Arab nations. It is their 
probjera, not ours. I. my colleagues and those of other nationali- 
ties implore you and yonr government to avert the war and 
concentrate on a peaceful solution. This, we believe, would 
enhance your chances (with even a greater majority) at the next 
elections. We are not pawns on a chess board for heavens sake. 
We are human beings with a right to live and die as we choose, not 
at the government's derision, but ours. 

I realise that you will have received many letters and 
correspondences from other nationals and ex-pats. My feelings 
are, you will take little notice of any of them. I hope, my -feelings 
.are wrong and that you do take notice. I am sending copies of the 
letter to many of the national newspapers in the U.K. and will 
also send a copy to Mr. Bush, hoping that someone, somewhere 
will see it and stop to think of the people who are in Iraq 
especiahy the nationals. Oh. by the way. Mm. Thatcher. I am a 
diabetic with sufficient insulin until the end of October With the 
blockade on at present I foresee problems getting further 
supphes whidi will result in me actually dying Death, Mis. 
Thatcher, and if it happens, I only hope you can live with it.' I 
could not. 

I will sign off now, even though there is a lot more to write. 
Peace is what toe majority in toe world want. I and my colleagues 
are some of these people. 7 ® 

Yours sincerety,- 

Jotan York/British jg Iraq 


Tie above letter, handwritten, was faxed to the Jordan Times by 
the Iraqi News Agency in Amman. mes y 
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OSLO — 1 The guardians of the 
Nobel Peace Prize want more 
intenjatjonal help in picking die 
winners of the world’s top acco- 
lade and avoding gaffes. 

The five-member Norwegian 
Nobel Committee, which will 
award the 1990 prize on October 
15, is trying to set up a group of 
contacts worldwide — perhaps 
five or six people — to help 
research into candidates who 
reach a secret short list. 

“We have already started very 
tentatively developing regional 
contacts who can then give os 
valuable input into, these stu- 
dies,” said Geir Lundestad, direc- 
tor of the Nobel Institute. In the 


past, such studies had been com- 
piled from Oslo. 

“We don’t claim a perfect re- 
amf in any way,” Lundestad told 
Renters. There are some indi- 
viduals who did receive the prize 
who should probably not have 
received it, although I would not 
specify those.” 

“I certainly feel there is a 
major omission on the list of 
laureates and that is Gandhi,” 
said Lundestad, who is secretary 
to the committee and attends its 
meetings but does not have a 
vote. Indian independence hero 
Mahatma Gandhi reached the 
short list but never won. 

The prize, first awarded in 
1901, provokes torrents of abuse 
and praise. When the 1989 prize 
went to the Dalai Lama, support- 


EC assures Jordan of aid 


(Continued from page 1) 

Prince Hassan expressed pes- 
simism about the Gulf crisis, 
according to the source. He con- 
demned the invasion of Kuwait 
but repeated Jordan wanted to 
get as a mediator. He expressed 
fear that the accelerating events 
in the Gulf would lead to war, 

the spokesman said. 

EC policy has been to support 
those Oates worst affected by the 
severing of economic ties with 
Iraq to make it easier for them to 
impose the U.N. embargo on 
trade with Baghdad. 

EC ministers are scheduled to 
meet in New York to decide how 
much aid to give Jordan, Egypt 
and Turkey, the three states har- 
dest hit by die UN. embargo. 

The commission has proposed 
giving 1.5 bflfion European cur- 
rency units ($2 billion), half to 
come from the EC budget and 


half directly from member states. 
But the 12 have failed to agree 
bow to share the burden. 

EC sources said the ministers 
may agree to releasing die funds 
from community coffers but 
ccruld reserve judgment on the 
contributions individual member 
states should make. 

The Crown Prince also discus- 
sed ways to improve dialogue 
between Europe and the Arab 
states. 

The Prince spoke in favour of 
setting up a Mediterranean and 
Middle East security forum mod- 
elled on tbe 35-nation conference 
mi security and cooperation in 
Europe (CSCE), as suggested 
by Spain and Italy, the EC 
spokesman said. 

Later Monday, Prince Hassan 
returned home from his U.S. and 
European tour and was met at tbe. 
airport by His Majesty King Hus- 


Bush signals major shift 


(Continued from page 1 ) 
the event 

Bush praised tbe Soviet Union for 
collaborating with the United States 
in a worldwide cutoff of trade with 
Iraq and said the superpowers “had 
indeed put four decades of history 
.behind ns.” 

#nt than ever before. Bush said, 
the United Nations ris. now “a centre 
ftwinteipatioaal collective se c u rity.” 

Pnamg the U.N.’s resolve, Bush 
sad, “lias challenge is a test we 
cannot afford to fad. I am confident 
we w* prevail.” 

The Golf crisis and the prolifera- 
tion of nuclear, chemical and biolo- 
gical weapons, along with the ballistic 
missiles “that can rain destruction 
upon distant peoples,” contrasted 
with the rosy picture of a world 
emerging from cold war tensions. 

“We’ve seen a century sundered by 
barbed threats and barbed wire give 
way to a new era of peace, coopera- 
tion and freedom,” tbe president 
nid. 

UJS. officials said on Sunday that 1 
the United States, the Soviet Union 
and a number of other nations have 
begun d rafting resolutions to take 
aetkn against Iraq if the squeeze does 
not force Iraq to release its bold on 
Kuwait. But Shevardnadze said Mon- 
day,. thro ugh hi* translator, that “so 
far, there is do such work going on." 

British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher said that Iraq should be 
forced to pay for the damage it has 
earned Kuwait after Baghdad with- 
draws its troops. 

Interviewed on U.S. television 
mooring news shows, Thatcher said, 
that Iraqi troops should be forced to 
face trial for any crimes committed in 
Kuwait. 

“Many people wifl now be concen- 
trating on foe terrible damage and 


harm that’s been inflicted on property 
and people alike and say, look, you 
just can’t get away with this.” Thatch- 
er said. “When yon have withdrawn, 
you will in fact have ro pay compensa- 
tion for these things.” 

British officials said Britain and tbe 
United States were considering seek- 
ing a United Nations resolution to 
demand reparations from Iraq for 
lihnitje inflicted on Kuwait. _ _ 
Shevardnadze thought Bush's speech 
before the General Assembly was 
positive and constructive. Iraq re- 
jected everything Bush said about the 
Gulf. 

Iraqi Ambassador Abdul Amir Al 
An bari, who remained seated 
through Bush’s speech, said: “We 
believe that the action of the United 
States, although it is... authorised by 
tire Security Cotmdl, is Olegal be- 
cause any action, military or other- 
wise, authorised by the Security 
Council, should be done collectively 
under the authority of the Security 
Ovimril rather thaw individually... 

“Apart from this, the nice wishes to 
tbe rest of die world were fine,” said 
An ban. 

“But as far as Iraq, or the govern-' 
ment is concerned, we disagree with 
everything be said.” 

An ban added: “We do support any 
peaceful settlement of tbe situation, 
or of the crisis. Fortunately he did 
mention he would prefer to have a 
peaceful diplomatic solution.” 
Shevardnadze, interviewed outside 
the General Assembly hall, raid: “It 
was a very good speech, it gives 
strong support to the United Nations 
and strong s up port to the positive 
trends developing in the world.” 

Ttie Soviet foreign minister said in 
‘Russian, rtimngfi bis translator, that 
. “this is a very constructive speech.” 
Anbari said Iraq would defend its j 
position when he speaks to the I 
General Assembly Monday evening. ! 


ing of Tibetan independence 
bailed the decision while Peking 
Utterly attacked it. 

Tbe most public row in recent 
years was in 1973, when two 
committee members resigned, fu- 
rious that tbe other three voted 
the award to then U.S. Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger and 
Vietnam's Le DucTho for efforts 
to end tbe Vietnam war. 

Lundestad declined to name 
any of the 1990 candidates. 

An informed source, however, 
said Soviet President Mikhail 
Gorbachev , South African 
Nationalist leader Nelson Mande- 
la, Czechoslovak President Vac- 
lav Havel, U.S. President George 
Bush and Pope John Paul II were 
among those nominated. 

Various popular movements in 


Eastern Europe, the Internation- 
al Olympic Committee and the 
Red Cross were also on tbe list. 
The prtze-a medal, a diploma and 
a cheque for four milli on Swedish 
crowns (S700,000)-will be banded 
over at a ceremony in Oslo on 
December 10. 

Lundestad said the Nobel com- 
mittee also wanted to encourage 
more nominations for the award, 
named after Alfred Nobel, the 
Swedish inventor of dynamite. 

Despite revolutions sweeping 
hardline Communism from East- 
ern Europe, and ending of the 
cold war and moves towards 
peace in many regional conflicts 
outside the Gulf, the committee 
got just 100 nominations. 

“This is on the high side for 
recent years, but still surprisingly 


Iraqi flexibility seen 


(Continued from page 1) 
raid the Saudi leadership also took 
a firm position, raying it would 
drop “au flexibility” if any Wwmu- 
movement under tbe umbrella of 
the delegation undertook any 
“anti- American attack.” 

In official terms, the 21-member 
delegation represented the Muslim 
Brotherhood in Jordan, Egypt, 
Yemen, and Syria, the Islamic 
movement of Sudan, the Al Nahda 
movement of Tunisia, the Hezb-c- 
Islami of Pakistan, the Rafah 
group of Turkey, the Islamic party 
of Malaysia and the corrective and 
guidance movement of Algeria. In 
essence, aQ these groupings ire 
variations of Muslim fundamental- 
ists who have taken a serious view 
towards the non-Arab, non-lslaime 
content in the multi-national force 
assembled in Saudi Arabia, which 
houses Mecca and Medina, Islam's 
two holiest shrines. 

The delegation, which was man- 
dated by a Sept. 12-15 conference 
in Amman to seek possibilities of a 
negotiated settlement to tbe Gulf 
crisis, reaffirmed its opposition to 
tbe Western presence in Saudi 
Arabia. It was headed by Moham- 
mad Abdul Rahjnan Khalifeh, 
spiritual leader of Jordan’s Muslim 
Brotherhood, and included Judge 
Hussein Ahmad (Pakistan). 
Rashid Al Gannoucbe (Tunisia), 
Hassan Huwridi (Syria), Ibrahim 
Shnkri (Egypt), Kamel Al Sharif 
(Jordan), Abdul Had! Awanek 
(Malaysia), Yassin Abdul Aziz 
(Yemen), hfoneer Shafiq (Pales- 
tine), Ibrahim Gboshe 
(Palestine), Adel Hussein (Egypt), 

. Maffoud Nahoa (Algeria), and Na- 
jibuddin Arbekan (Turkey) in 
addition to Tourabt. 

Ibrahim Massoud Khreisat (Jor- 
dan), Khalil Al Ahamcdi (Pakis- 
tan). Mahdi Ibrahim (Sudan), 
Khorsbccd Ahmad (Pakistan), 
Ahmad Azz e ddi n (Egypt), and 
Abdul Rahman Koraish served as 
consultants. 

Tbe movements represented by 
the delegation agree that any sotu- <• 
tion to the Gulf crisis “must neces- 
sarily involve tbe withdrawal of all 
forces, withdrawal of Iraq with 
consideration to its legitimate grie- 
vances and the right of tbe Kuwaiti 
people to determine their fate and 


the Imkage of this problem with 
the Palestinian problem,” accord- 
ing to a summary of a six-page 
statem ent read out by Khalifeh ax 
tbe o ut se t of tbe press c on ference. 

Reporting on the delegation’s 
talks in Tehran, where it w» re- 
ceived by supreme leader Ati* 
Khamenei. President Hasbcmi 
Ra&anjam and other officials and 
religious scholars, Toorabi said 
while Iran insisted on Iraq’s with- 
drawal from Kuwait the possibility 
remained strong that the Iranians 
would join the Iraqis in the event 
of a war. 

“Iran still insists on the with- 
drawal of Iraq from Kuwait and of 
foreign forces” from Saudi Arabia, 
Tourabt said. “But if war erupts, 
Iran might give priority to (the 
pr e se nce of foreign forces) over 
other issues and view tbe presence 
of the foreign forces much more 
seriously...” 

Tourabt also warned that there 
could be no “limited war” in the 
region and that Muslims would rise 
up and fight. “If there is an erup- 
tion of hostilities. it win not only be 
tbe I ranian* but many areas in the 
Muslim World would resist and 
(wage) Jihad.” 

“Jihad does not translate into 
holy war,” he added. “It win be 
jihad in all forms of struggle, from 
powerful expre s s i on of opinion, 
individual acts of resistance and 
aggression and targetting the 
enemy in an all out war wherever 
be is...” 

He argued that such a scenario 
was a strong possibility since 
“there is a sacred dement, which is 
foe presence of foreign non- 
Muslim forces in the holy land and 
tins is a very explosive element.” 

According to the delegation's 
statement presented at the press 
conference, “the absence of Isla- 
mic order is responsible for tbe 
division, ideological and regional, 
and leads Muslims to conflict...” 

Tbe statement also appealed tor 
a “more comprehensive Mtinv te to 
the crisis which averts further 
crises in the area,” and to “Muslim 
rulers to save blood and protea tbe 
sanctity of this area and protect 
their holy land, territories and 
wealth." 


Iraq to free 9 French 


(Continued from page 1) 

between officials concerning tbe hos- 
tages.” 

He also said there had been no 
direct telephone contact between the 
leaderships in Paris and B aghd a d. 

As for tbe release of nine French 
nationals, that would not alter 
France’s demand that all foreigners 
be freed, Vedrine added- 

Vedrinc said Mitterrand’s four- 
point phn for a negotiated settlement 
stipulated that Iraqi troops must be 


withdrawn from Kuwait before any 
talk* ran begin. 

“One most be very precise: There 
has been a misunderstanding on one 
of these points,” Vedrine said oo 
French television. 

Mitterrand had proposed that if 
Iraq freed all “hostages” and 
announced its intention to w it hdr a w 
from Kuwait, “ e ve r yt hin g would be- 
come possible.” 

“This word intention is very impor- 
tant, but it does not lead on to 
negotiations (on Iraq's grievances and 
the wider Middle East conflict). 


low... when you think how easy it 
is to be nominated," he told 
Reuters. 

Thousands of people around 
the world, including all members 
of national parliaments and pro- 
fessors of history, law and poUtic- 
a! science, can make 
nominadons-simply by writing to 
tbe Nobel committee before tbe 
end of February each year. 

Most of the nominees for foe 
1990 prize are individauls. 
Twenty-six are organisations or 
groups'. 

Among those not nominated 
were former U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan, once tipped as a 
favourite for the award with Gor- 
bachev, a source said. 

The prize has already become 
more international — up to 1960, 


it went almost exclusively to West 
Europeans and Americans. Be- 
fore the Dalai Lama, foe U.N. 
peacekeeping forces won in 1933 
and former Costa Rican Presi- 
dent Oscar Arias in 1987. 

Lundestad said there were 
many strong comenders for 1990. 

"These are very optimistic 
rimes in many ways. We see very 
positive things' happening in 
many different corners of foe 
world, so this is a luxury choice.” 

- Even with more interna tion al 
help, foe committee will still 
make foe final choice. Appointed 
by Norway's parliament bat inde- 
pendent of foe government, the 
committee includes an author, a 
former prime minister and a un- 
ion leader. 

Lundestad said committee 


membership would stay 
Norwegian-only. 

“If there were foreigners on foe 
committee you'd run into all 
kinds of difficulties — who should 
they represent except themselves 
— blocs of countries, or what,” 
Lundestad asked. 

An award for Gorbachev, most 
favoured for the prize in a news- 
paper poll taken in Norway last 
year, or for any of the new 
leaders of Eastern Europe would 
mark a dramatic shift. 

Apart from one occasion, only 
dissidents from the region have 
won — with Poland's Solidarity 
leader Lech Walesa winning in 
1983 and Soviet human rights 
campaigner Andrei Sakharov in 
1975. 


The committee was harshly 
criticised in 1985, when West 
German Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
led calls for it to reverse a deci- 
sion to give the prize to U.S. and 
Soviet doctors campaigning for 
nuclear disarmament. 

Yevgeny Ch&zov, foe Soviet 
doctor who jointly received foe 
prize, was a deputy Soviet health 
minister who had signed a letter 
in 1973 widely seen as foe start of 
an official campaign against 
Sakharov. 

Mandela was repeatedly 
nominated during his 27 years in 
jail — before his release in Febru- 
ary. The prize has twice gone to 
South African compaigners 
against apartheid — to Desmond 
Tutu in 1984 and Albert Lufouli 
in 1961. 
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China wins National Day golds; 
Japan, South Korea fight back 


PEKING (R) — Chinese atheltes 
saluted National Day with 
another haul of Asian Games 
gold medals Monday, but South 
Korea kept its flag flying in the 
weightlifting and Japan won 
’another track and field event. 

China began the 41st birthday 
of Communist rule by winning 
the last of the 11 games cycling 
events — the men's 177.99 
kilometre individual road race — 
and went on to dominate the 
athletics. 

Local riders headed by Tang 
Xuezbong were stuck in the pack 
for 12 circuits of the Ming Tombs 
reservoir in Peking's northern 
suburbs, trailing the leaders by 
more than a minute. 

Rut Tang and teammate Wang 
Shusen clawed their way back, 
overtook the leaders 17 
kilometres from the finish and 
stayed there as the race wound 
through the hills. 

The winner clocked four hours, 
20 minutes and 48.683 seconds, 
Wang won the siver and Mongo- 
lia's Tumur-Ochir Dashniamyn 
took the bronze. 

“Tang won the gold with his 
superior mountain -climbing pow- 
er," said Chinese coach Shen 
Jinkang, although he admitted 
that local riders were still far 
below world class. 

At the end of the cycling 
events, China had won six golds, 
Japan three and South Korea 
two. 

It was China's day too in athle- 
tics. 

Zhou Shaowen won the SO 
kilometres walk through the hot 
and dusty capital and proudly 
donated his medal to the nation 
as a birthday gift. 

But he told reporters could 
have improved on his time — an 
Asian Games record of 4:08:33 — 


if the weather had been better. 
“It was so hot we could not put in 


Zhang Jinglong then displayed 
China's strength in the men's 


all our strength and had to slow discus with a 61.18 metre throw 


down," Zhou said. 

C hina humiliated the competi- 
tion in the women's shot. 

The gold went to Sui Xmnei for 


that borke the games record. 

South Korea too had a hand in 
spoiling China's national day 
me dals sweep WfaCU it WOD 3 


a mighty toss of 20.55 metres and weightlifting gold in the 110 
te amm ate Huang Zhih nng was kilogramme division. 


second with 20.46. Third placed 
Chong Chun-Hwa of North 
Korea could manage only 14.61 
metres. 


Asian champion Kim Tae- 
Hyun snatched 170 kilogrammes 
and jerked 210 for a total of 380 
kg and took his nation's fifth 


Zhong Huandi became queen weightlifting title. His teammate 
of Asia's long distance runners Chun Sang-Seok came second 
when she added the 3,000 metres and China's Yang Dajun was and N< 
gold medal to the one she won in third. Suk wi 

the 10,000 metres last week. ^ - ...I 

Her victory was the highlight of ASIAN GAMES duledT 

a day in which China regained the - — 1° platf 

pride it briefly lost in the p«st two By early evening China, with on the 
days in the track and field section 132 gold medals, was 101 ahead on San 
of the games, which started on of Japan on 30, South Korea was Hot I 
Sept. 22. third with 29 and North Korea came tl 

But she was almost robbed of fourth with 11. semi-fir 

her second gold by North Korea’s World champion divers Tan footbal 
Kim Chum Mae who broke Liangde and Gao Min and their beating 
through a solid wall put up by Chinese teammates far outscored biggest 
Zhong and Wang Huabi to try to their rivals Monday in qualifying games, 
block out the competion. for the one-metre springboard 

Elbows flew as Zhong and finals at the Asian Games. 

Wang tried on the final lap to Tan led the men's qualifying 
pass the fraU- looking Kim. with 632.34 points. Teammate 

Wang fell away on the last Wang Yijie was second at 620.91 
curve but Zhong powered her and Taiwan's Lee Yuan -Ming 
way past in the straight to finis h was third with 510.69. 
in a new games of eight minutes Tan, 25, placed second behind 
57.12 seconds. American star Greg Louganis in 

Kim was just 0.51 seconds be- the 1984 and 1988 Olympics, but 

hind and Wang finished third in w ^ _ 

eight minutes 59 seconds. B M |«| V Afl IUV 

"When the North Korean girl li ■■ 

took the lead jump and men's _ 

discus but they had to settle for BBBMCfi W 
third place in the men's 4x400 - *^®*' *** 
metres relay, won by Japan with By Renters 

Qatar second. 

EVEN when he U playing a *J^ c 

£‘ P mf^d me,reS Ih “ “ ald E-S FilhE 


for the one-metre springboard 
finals at the Asian Games. 

Tan led the men's qualifying 
with 632.34 points. Teammate 
Wang Yijie was second at 620.91 
and Taiwan's Lee Yuan -Ming 
was third with 510.69. 

Tan, 25, placed second behind 
American star Greg Louganis in 
the 1984 and 1988 Olympics, but 


Forward Go Sang-Bum scored 
from close range in the 60th 
minute after a shot from full-back 
Park Kyung-Hoon bounced off a 
defender's leg. 

The South Koreans completely 
dominated the first two thirds of 
the match, only loosing their grip 
after they had scored to allow 
Kuwait some rare attacks. 


Injured Maradona 
puts Napoli ahead 


LITTLE LEAGUE STANDINGS 
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Results Sept. 28 

Tots 


Marriott 1 

Pan Am 3 

Istiklal 0 

7 Up 0 

Comceni 3 

UPS 1 

National Steelers 1 

GEMT 4 

JWM 0 

Pepsi 2 

Pink Panther 0 
NECC 1 

Volvo 8 
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1 

0 

0 
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1 

9 

0 
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1 

6 
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WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

♦ J7 . KQ9 AQJ32 4QJ10 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 Pass 2 Pass 

2 * Pass 3 : Pass 

4 ' Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

Q.2— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

48643 ; 1097 ' 942 4KQI0 

The bidding has proceeded: 


Soria East South West 

1 4 Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 ST Pass ? 

What anion do you take? 

Q J — Both vulnerable, as 5outh you 
hold: 


4A83 .J0952 ,J97 4Q83 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

I NT Dbl 7 

Whal action do you take? 

Q.4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4Q42 Q1032 : A95 4QJ4 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
no trump. What do you respond? 

QJ5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KJ105 74 v J753 4AKJ3 

What is your opening bid? 

Q.fi— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

495 " AKJS53 '.98 4Q64 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 > Pass 1 V Pass 

14 Pass ? 

Whai do you bid now? 


mxuic of playing until tbemom- ^ ^ Fl0rentin .<, 
mg of Napoli s clash with Pin S3.1™ over Atalanta. 
Sunday. 

Hi: « 


tling in Italy. Lacatus scored two 


final seconds to give his team a 


borne win over FC Den Haag. 
PSVs vetera Belgian Captain 


"* ieague vtamy a* 


Maradona suffered back pains ma,c ^ of * e , season after a 
Srtr.1, TnS ’Sr! troublesome heel injury, gave the 


early in the season and then 
injured his ankle in a match 
against Parma a week ago but he 
was determined to continue play- 
ing. 

“I told Napoli I don’t want to 
miss any more games, whatever 
condition Fm in,** he said. 

“Diego was stfll feeling pain in 


Graf overwhelms Sanchez 
in 1st Leipzig tennis final 


EAST BERLIN (R) — West 
Germany's Steffi Graf celebrated 
German unification in her own 
way by winning the first ever 
Leipzig Women's Tennis Tourna- 
ment, then donating her $45,000 
prize money to East German 
tennis. 

The world number one com- 


Mutt'n’Jeff 


pleteiy overpowered Arantxa 
Sanchez- Vicario of Spain 6-1, 6-1 
to win the final in just 51 minutes. 

“It was a great thing for me to 
play here for the first time in 
Leipzig. Tm happy that there is 
a united Germany,” she said, 
wiping tears from her eyes as she 
announced the donation. 


Spanish GP win boosts 

Prost’s chances for title 


broke Louganis’ six-week win- 
ning streak at a meet in Australia 
in January 1988. His training has 
included studying tapes of Louga- 
nis’ technique. 

Tan was the three-metre plat- 
form diving champion of the 1989 
Work) Cup, and Gao won the 
women's three- and one- metre 
title. She also won the 1988 
Olympic three-metre springboard 
gold. 

In Monday’s qualifying, she led 
with 517.86. followed by team- 
mate Yu Xiaoling with 483.43 
and North Korea's Kang Hyon 
Suk with 382.71. 

Finals in the event are sche- 
duled Tuesday, followed by finals 
in platform diving Thursday and 
on the three-metre springboard 
on Saturday. 

Hot favourite South Korea be- 
came the first team to reach the 
semi-finals of the Asian Games 
football tournament Monday, 
beating Kuwait 1-0 before the 
biggest sporting crowd of the 


By Reuters his ankle,” said coach Alberto 

Bi^on. “But we preferred to take 
EVEN when he is playing at little the risk because the injury is not 
more than walking pace, Diego of those that can get worse play- 
Maradona can turn a match his ing." 

. , Romanian World Cup player 

The Argentine captain has Lacatus appears to have 

of the Italian season and was ... . T 


team, .j the. cohesion which was 
lacking in earlier games. - 

The victory was an important 
boost for PSV ahead of Wednes- 
day's European Cup Winners' 
Cup tie against Montpellier of 
France when PSV must overturn 
a 1-0 deficit from the first leg. 


JEREZ, Spain (R) — Alain 
Frost’s fifth win of the season in 
Sunday's eventful Spanish Grand 
Prix realised Ayrton Senna' worst 
fears and ensured another drama- 
tic world title showdown in Japan 
later this month. 

As Frost celebrated a Ferrari 
triumph, having led his team- 
mate Briton Nigel Mansell home 
in a memorable one-two for the 
Italian team, Senna was left to 
reflect ruefully on his prospects in 
the title race. 

“I was happily holding second 
place,” he said. “X knew it would 
be enough for me to stay in a 
strong position in the cham- 
pionship. But then I had my 
problems and I bad to switch off 
the engine and park the car. The 
result is a very bad one for me — 
the worst possible situation for 
the championship.” 

Senna, having led from pole 
position until his first tyre stop 
after 26 laps, rejoined the race in 
second place after forcing his 
McLaren through on the inside of 
Mansell's Ferrari. 

However, be was struggling 
and after a second tyre stop at the 
end of his 52nd lap was forced to 
retire, debris on the circuit having 
ruptured a radiator. 

With his McLaren team mate 
Austrian Gerhard Berger also 
forced out following a collision 
with Belgian Thierry Boutsen's 
Williams it was a black day for 
Senna and the McLaren team — 
the first time this season both 
drivers had foiled to score a 
point. 

Senna leads the championship 
with 78 points, including six wins 
among his 11 point-scoring 
finishes. 

Prost, his great rival who rob- 
bed him of the championship in 
controversial circumstances at 
Suzuka last year when the pair 
collided and the Brazilian was 
disqualified, has 69 points, with 
five wins from his 11 points 
finishes. 

Drivers may count only their 
best 11 results for the cham- 
pionship at the end of the season. 
This means that in the final two 
races of the year, in Japan and 
Australia, both men will have to 
drop scores. 

In Senna's case, he will be 
dropping four points, as be has 
finished third three times, 
while Prost will be dropping only 


Ing Ferrari President Piero 
Fusaro,who later held a meeting 
with Mansell on the eve of the 
Spanish Grand Prix. led to the 
team reuniting in a bid to keep 
alive Prost’s bid for a fourth 
world championship. 

This was manifested supremely 
Sunday when Mansell — who was 
expected Monday to reverse his 
decision to retire by re- jo ining 
the Williams team — (hove a 
selfless team race on Prosfs be- 
half and the pit crew produced 
two excellent tyre stops for their 
drivers. 

It came as no s u rprise to find 
the Ferrari garage the scene of 
wild, celebrations Sunday even- 
ing. 

The Fcrraris, with a superior 
chassis, looked the best cam on 
the circuit Sunday and this should 
augur well for them in Japan 
where handling is nearly as im- 
portant as in Jerez. 

If the team can supply the 
power they will need to compete 
with McLaren’s Honda-powered 
cars, Prost and Mansell could 
again upset the odds and ruin 
Senna’s hopes of a second world* 
title. 

Mansell signs for Williams 

Mansell Monday ended weeks 
of speculation over his future 
when he agreed to rejoin the 
Williams Formula One team. 

The confirmation of Mansell's 
long-awaited decision came in an 
official announcement from the 
Williams team and in a separate 
statement issued by Mansell from 
his home in the Isle of Man. 

Mansell left Williams in 1988 to 
join Ferrari, but in July this year 
he announced he was retiring 
from motor racing at the end of 
this year to spend more time with 
his family. 

Williams’ statement said: “The 
Canon Williams team announced 
today (Octl) that its 1991 drivers 
will be Nigel Mansell and Riccar- 
do Patrese (of Italy) and that 
Renault has signed a new con- 
tract to supply engines to the 
team unto the end of 1992.” 

Mansell, in his statement, said 
he had held long discussions with 
his wife Rosaline who supported 
his derision entirely. 

“Before the questions come 
flooding in as to why the turnar- 


two points, since he has one' fifth ound, Lean 'only. say. that X_#m 
place from Canada which he c&n amazed myself mat my derision 


dispose of. 

If Prost can repeat his form and 
fortune and win in Japan, this 
small advantage could prbve vital 
to him in the final race in Ade- 
laide in November. 

Having thrown in the towel 
after finishing third in Portugal 


has been reversed — and the 
reasons for this are very positive. 
' “The response to my retire- 
ment from the fans, manufactur- 
ers, teams from many diff e re n t 
formulae and the world’s sports 
press was totally opposed to my 
decision and I have under severe 


behind his team mate Mansell "pressure to reconsider ever since. 


and Senna, the Frenchman has 
suddenly found his challenge re- 
vitalised after a week of stormy 
feuds within the Ferrari camp. 

Mansell’s Estoril victory was 
viewed by Prost as a selfish 
triumph, particularly the Briton’s 
start in which he slewed across 
the trade and baulked his team 
mate. Prost refused to accept 
Mansell’s apologies afterwards. 

But lengthy discussions invoiv- 


“I have always stipulated that I 
am not in Formula One merely to 
make up the numbers, but to win 
races and try for the world cham- 
pionship. 

“Unfortunately, I have not 
found myself in this position and I 
felt that it would be very unlikely 
ever to have available the full 
weight of a team and manufactur- 
er to give me what should be a 
reasonable opportunity.” 


j WWAT ARE 
YOU DOING? 


I’M PUTTING 
MV SHOES 

OH 

BACKWARDS] 


BACKWARDS? TlISSEN! WrtAT'S THE V" * ^ 
'.■oil CAN’T PUT MUTT IDEA WEARING SUMMONS 
SHOES OH , J AND EUERVTUlNG ft SERVER 
B ACKWAR JEFF BACKWARDS^/ iS AFTER 
* I U WT CAN DO to ME/ r' 

u Ilflr (anything/ FJ? 


EUERVTrtiNG 

BACKWARDS^ 


SERVER ? 
IS AFTER 
ME/ Pjr 


HE^L THINK \ 
I’M GOING i 
SjHE OTHER 
Cl WAY/ S 


THE CHIEF i 
^IS AFTER' 




Andy Capp 


e*c* >m 

I inouirK Hiinunw, its 


1 I'DU<E7D ■ 
MOV&AALIM, 
BUT WE CAN'T 
AFFORD IT- j 


WE’LL JUST HOJs/E 
► TOTKYANb 
IMPROVE THIS \ 
PLACE/ MUAA. ) 
ANV IDEAS p } 


I HAVE. STOP HER 
COMIN G ROU ND r- 

rFjf/SgE^r/Y 



Peanuts 


QUICK, MARCfE, I NEED 
TO BORROW AN0TMER 
SHEET OF PAPER... 


P0L0N1U5 5AID/NEITHER 
A BORROWER. NOR 
A LENDER BE " 


POINT THAT KID OUT TO ME. 
AND l‘LL TEACH HIM TO 
MIND HI5 OWN BUSINESS! 



FORECAST FOR TUESDAY OCTOBER 2, 1990 

By Thomas S. Person,. Astrologer. Carroll fighter Foundation . 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: that were d«Kfcd upon 

Don't do anything today that can and doublccheck their wishes 
cause farther strain or irritation. ma k e no mistakes. 

Don't try to settle an issue that has i.iru A: (September 23 to October 

to do with a broken promise. It just 22) Getting off what cotmmmkae- 

may be that things wifl go better in tkras and messages arc now posst 1 

P-M. He can bring you some very quick 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) andrt^^ fnnn 

You now can get in touch with whom you contact. 

mate yo£ndf w inSvktad of ^ 21 ) ^ day to^tngit mto yo^ 
importance. financial arrangements from the 

B int moment now possible aod a 
TAURUS: (April 20 to. May 20) abu)daDce sboSdsoon be 

Drive at once into whatever bus- „p with you- 

ness arrangements await your . 

attention and let your intention for . SAWi aAWDS: (November ^22 

future prosperity be definitely December 21) You are rightlyffl- 
bxnim. led with yourself and your own 

1W „ _ , objectives so don’t loiter tat go 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) a f lcr them in your own straigfarfor- 

Start the day nght by getting m ^ maim er. 

touch with whomever m the out-. 

side worid can help you attain your CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
objectives and tell exactly what January 20) ■ Confidentially let 
yon want. those able to give you a shove in 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to the right direction but axe discreet 
July 21) Don’t lose’ a moment know of die weekend decisions 

today by mulling over your fbnnu- that you have made, 

la for work but put into effect with AQUARIUS: (January 21 10 Febn£ 

courage and confidence so others Confidantes, friends, ac- 

are unpressed. . quaintances will all be interested in 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) That the - personal edifice you want to 
push you need to give your special build for yourself so let them know, 
aptitudes so they wifi be a greater without hesitation, 
mcress in the future should come pjgcEg. (February 20 to March 

from you nght now so be energe- 20) If yon do so with tact and 

bc ‘ caution you can meet with those of 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September power and authority and get their 
22) Start right out to do those blessing for a new project you have 
things for your home and family fo mind. 





Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square^ to form 
tour ordinary words. 


LUMGO 


« m i l t u iii ■ »i ■■■. ■» 


VIPTO 


CEADDE 


YALTER 


Print answer here: 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
£Ty Hand AmoHW'BoBTee* 

- ““ ry 






IF YOU'RE LUOCr; 
THAT U3EP CAR 
WILL BE A PLEASURE 
TO RIPE; IF WOT 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

JumbteK CUBIT' THICK SPONGE HEIFER 

Answer He stoops low because he's so anxious 

TO RISE HIGH 


The Daily Commuter Puzzle 


ACROSS 
1 Swindle 
8 On fire 

12 Name of many 
kings 

13 Trusted 

14 Western 

15 Gulp 

17 Disclosed 

19 Encountered 

20 Snake 

23 Antitoxins 

24 Further on 

27 Insulation - 
material 

28 Ames and 
Asner 

29 Dazes 

30 Alma — 

31 Go too fast 

32 TranpuJJ 

33 Kitchen 
utensils 

36 Lived 

37 E.T. and Alf 

38 Honkers 

39 Distributed 

40 LOfl 

41 Movie studio ' 
monogram 

44 Dill old style 

45 Prettiest girl 
a! a party 

46 Cable 

<7 -Of Mice 
and — " 

48 Sweet potato 

49 Trade 
51 Pair 

55 Loafed 

56 Marbles 

57 Superman 
actor. 

58 Mute 

59 Sinned . 

DOWN 

1 Select 

2 Stacked 

3 Begins 

4 Place of . 
action . - 

5 Ancient . . 
etty - 

6 — poetica. ' 

. 7 — andfer . - 



eitoP TrtlMM Me. 

■ HBtfM neiw d 


8 Relatives of 
the camel 

9 Sickened 

10 Relent 

11 Tokyo once 
16 Lingered 

18 Office markers 

21 Public display 

22 Whittled 
25 Shades 

28 — of the road 
27 An Osmond. 

29 Squander 

30 Untidy 
3lPaga 

32 Get angry 

33 Butterfly" 

34 Without help 

35 Mum 
38* Genuine 

38 Lamb of TV 

40 Lower In rank 

41 Ann or Glenn 

42 Mourn 

43 Patched a 
garment 


Yesterday's Puzzle Salved: 


nnanaa nnnn nan 
□□naan aaaa ann 
ggaa □□□ 
moci aaagannngg 
Hciciaa Finnan 
□noaa aan ana 

SSSriSSS 13133 hebe 

„aaa nan rinnan 
aaaan namaa 

naan 

ana anna ananaa 

ann aaao anaoan 

OBH-liang nnaaan 


46 Certain bird 
48 Berra of 
baseball 


52 Existed 

53 Males 


®L?-* 


45 50 SKSTiocato 54 - 


1 
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ECONOMIC NEWS IN BRIEF 


Turkey farmers may lose $20Qm 

ANKARA (R) — Tie Gulf crab may cost Turkish farmer, np to 
BOO mitton m lost sales to Iraq and Kuwait, the semi-official 
Aratohan news agency said Monday quoting a senior official. 

Turtisb exports to Iraq have stopped completely after the 
(U.N.) embargo against that country. The actual loss incurred 
until now b $50 million,” Osman Ozbek, head of the Union of 
Agiculture Chambers (TZOB), told the agency. “It will rise to 
200 m illion if the cnas lasts.” Officials say Turkey’s total losses 

fitmtheGuIfcnasmayreach J14biffionl^theendof 1991. “We 

had the opportunity of exporting substantial amounts of agricultu- 
ral prodnrts from our southern provinces. The market was largely 
donmated by Kuwaiti merchants,” Ozbek told the agency in the 
southern erty^ of Antalya. Turkey’s agricultural sector mainly 
exported fresh fruit and vegetables to Iraq and Kuwait. 

Dubai to promote itself in U.S. 

DU BAI (AP) — The southern Golf emirate of Dubai 
announced Monday plans to promote itself in the United States 
by taking part in Chicago’s mammoth international trade show 
next week. A spokesman of the Dubai Commerce and Tourism 
Promotion Board said Dubai will be represented at the annual 
Incentive Travel and Masting Executive Show to be held in 
a “ ca *° P 6 **? -11 - Already over 4,000 invitations have been sent 
to American incentive travel organisers to visit the Dubai stand 
winch will be supplemented by several other companies from the 
emirate. A traditional windtower and a “majlis” sitting area — 
two traditional Arabic themes — will be a part of the show along 
with a calligrapher who will write names of visitors in Arabic. An 
e xpor t falconer will also tour the showground with a trained bird 
perched cm his wrist, a common sight in the country which is 
aggressively promoti n g itself abroad. 

Bahrain banks lost 12% of deposits 

MANAM A (AP ) — Bahrain’s commercial banks lost 12 per cent 
of their deposits during the stampede to withdraw funds from the 
Gulf banks that followed Iraq’s Aug. 2 takeover of Kuwait, the 
governor of the Bahrain Monetary Agency (BMA) said. But the 
governor, Abdullah Saif, in an interview published Sunday by the 
Bahrain Arabic daily AJ-Ayam, said that the public has already 
started returning some of those funds to the banking system. 
Stability was quickly returning to the Bahrain banking sector, the 
governor said. The invasion led to a run on deposits across the 
Gulf, as residents feared that a war may break out. Bahrain is a 
major offshore banking centre in the oil-rich region. The total 
amount of local currency in circulation had risen to 133 million 
dinars ($352 million) after Aug. 2, as local residents withdrew 
funds from the local banks. Since then, the amount of dinars in 
circulation has fallen to norma] levels of around 100 minion ($265 
million) in circulation, Saif said. 

Iran to build steel mill 

NICOSIA (R) — A Japanese company will soon begin building a 
steel plant with an annual capacity of a million tonnes on an 
Iranian Gulf island, the Iranian News Agency IRNA said 
Monday. It did not name the company but said the plant would be 
completed in 30 months as part of a $15 billion project to build a 
complex on Qcshm island to produce five million tonnes of steel a 
year. The agency quoted a statement by the governor-general’s 
office of Hormuzgan province, which includes Qeshm — Iran's 
biggest Gulf island just inside the Hormuz Strait which was 
declared a free trade zone this year. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 

- . Sunday, September 30, 1990 

Central Bank official rates 
Bay Sen 

U.S. doBar 656.0 660.0 Japanese yen (for 100) 473 J 476 3 

Pound Sterling 1230.4 1237.8 Dwefa guilder 371.3 373.7 

Deuadjemark 4l8£ 4213 Swwfish crowv 113.8 U4.S 

Swiss franc 505.8 5083 l“K*n Km (for 100) 56.0 563 

French franc 125.1 125.9 Belgian franc (for 10) 203-4 204.6 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
igarKn g world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Monday. 

One Sterling 1.8925/35 U.S. dollar 

One U.S. dollar 1.1520/30 Canadian dollar 


1.8925/35 

U.S. dollar 

1.152000 

Canadian dollar 

1.5510/15 

Deutscbemarks 

1.7495/7505 

Dutch guilders 

1.2845/55 

Swiss francs 

31.93/94 

Belgian francs 

5.1925/75 

French francs 

1163/1164 

Italian lire 

137.30/40 

Japanese yen 

5.7200/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.0165/0215 

Norwegian crowns 

5.9230/80 

Danish crowns 

400.90/401.40 

U-S. dollars 


4 o® 6^ 


a r 


U.S. budget pact 
faces tough fight 


WA^INGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush and congres- 
sional leaders have reached a 
historic agreement to show the 
world the United States is deter- 
mined to cut its budget deficit but 
have yet to persuade Congress to 
follow them. 

The Senate Budget Commit- 
tee’s ranking Republican, Pete 
Domenid of New Mexico, called 
Sunday’s agreement “truly a his- 
toric event that has a lot of pain in 
it.” 

He said it was the first time the 
United States had decided on a 
long-term, enforceable five-year 
plan to cut the defidt. 

The agreement, unveiled less 
than 12 hours before huge auto- 
matic spending cuts would have 
gone into effect, hits Americans 
with higher taxes on petrol, alco- 
hol, cigarettes and luxury items. 

The politically unpopular tax 
increases, if accepted by a reluc- 
tant Congress, will help slash the 
U.S. budget defidt by S500 bil- 
lion over five years. 

“There will be some tough 
fights ahead,” Bush said at White 
House Rose Garden ceremonies 
celebrating completion of the 
pact. 

The package is to convince 
financial markets around the 
world the United States is serious 
about cutting the defidt. 

Continuing deficits have 
helped raise interest rates, slowed 
growth in a now-sluggish eco- 
nomy and forced the United 
States to look abroad for money 
to make up its shortfall. 

Investors overseas have been 
increasingly wary of the United 
States, which has tripled its debt 


in a decade to more than S3 
trillion and become the world’s 
largest debtor nation. 

The negotiators all made poli- 
tical sacrifices to reach the bipar- 
tisan agreement, officials said. 

“Sometimes you don't get it 
just the way you want, and this is 
such a time for me,” said Bush, 
who was forced to abandon a 
demand for a reduction in capital 
gains tax and accept new taxes. 

Senate Budget Committee 
Chairman Jim Sasser, a Demo- 
craft from Tennessee, said he 
would back the agreement but 
added that be was not pleased 
with it because it did too little for 
the middle class and did not raise 
taxes on the rich. 

Conservative Republican Newt 
Gingrich of Georgia, who badly 
wanted to see the capital gains tax 
reduced, travelled to the White 
House but then refused to appear 
on the same platform with the 
president. 

What such painful cuts purch- 
ased was SlO billion of deficit 
reduction in the 1991 fiscal year 
alone. The fiscal year starts Mon- 
day. 

Little smoke 

Stanley Collender, a vice- 
president with accountants Price 
Waterhouse, said the pact was 
surprising in both its size "and the 
fact that these are for the most 
pan real savings. There’s very 
little smoke and mirrors here.” 

Most items in the agreement 
have real bite, although it in- 
cludes some accounting man- 
oeuvres to produce savings, such 
as S3 billion from more efficient 


Egypt leaves oil 
prices unchanged, 
but rises expected 


CAIRO (R) — Non-OPEC 
(Organisation for Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries) Egypt left its 
exude export prices unchanged 
Monday but Egyptian industry 
officials predicted a further rise 
lu i>y mid-.Pfetqb&r. 1 * 

Ah 'dfficiil at tEe' Egyptian 
General Petroleum Corporation 
(EGPC) told Reuters the pricing 
committee met Monday but de- 
cided to leave the price for the 
prime zeit and Ras Bahar blends 
at 539.30 a barrel, already the 
highest level in about a decade. 

"We anticipate a minor drop 
ion the coining few days, fol- 
lowed by a rise which will take 
prices above $40,” said an industy 
official who asked not to be 
named. 

In the U.S.. spot crude prices 
fell by about $1 Monday and the 
West Texas Intermediate was 
being traded at around $38.50/60 
a barrel for November delivery. 

“There are indications of ex- 
treme Tension in the Gulf and 


something could happen at any 
moment,’’ the official said in re- 
ference tc a continued U.S.-led 
military buildup in Saudi Arabia 
and the Gulf. 

T>e offirial said a trade embar- 
go igainst Iraq following its Aug- 
‘ “^takeover ofKiiwairi both major 
OPEC producers, would cause 
shortages on world markets. 

He put Saudi Arabia’s output 
at “between 6.5 million and seven 
million barrels a day/; 

Saudi Arabia, the world’s 
largest oil exporter, increased its 
output following the invasion to 
make up for the loss of some four 
million barrels a day of crude 
from Iraq and Kuwait and in an 
attempt to keep prices down. 

The official described a deci- 
sion by President George Bush 
last week to release some five 
million barrels from the United 
States’ reserves as “just symbolic 
— they won’t last six hours on the 
market.” 


The British ladles of Amman 

Would like to announce their twice monthly meetings as follows: 

Wednesday 3rd October from 10-12 a.m. 
Wednesday 10th October from 4-6 p.m. 

New members always made welcome 


Cinema 


Tel: 625155 


LICENCE TO KILL 


PerfonMfloec: 330. 630, 830 p.m. 


Cinema 



Tel: 634144 


ify. 



Ilham Shahin, Hlsham 
■Abdul HamldN 


ALMULK ULULH 

(Arabic) 


Fttfoamaca: 1230, 330, 630, 830, 1030 P-m. 
A Smdw earn ftow a 1LM 



Mahmoud Abdul Aziz - * 

Maall Zayed 
In 

LADIES AND *£ 

MADEMOISE- 1 
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X PatarMuca: 12J0JJQ.6:3O^:30.10.-3Q p.m. 




Oil prices ease after 
Iraq calls for dialogue 


George Bash 

tax collections and the exclusion 


SINGAPORE (R) — Crude oil 
prices softened in Asian trade 
Monday after Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein called for dia- 
logue in the Gulf crisis, but oQ 
product prices remained firm ow- 
ing to tight supplies and strong 
regional buying. 

West Texas intermediate, a key 
U.S. crude, traded at $0.59 below 
Friday's close of $39.51 a barrel 
for November on the New York 
mercantile exchange. 

“If indeed there is a peace 
dialogue and there is substance, 
not just talk, crude prices could 


22“ — *■ 0““ u SL i7i£SrZu: 


crisis. 

About S60 billion win be cut 
over five years from medicare, 
which could anger the elderly. 
One of their advocates, Demo- 
crat Henry Waxman of Califor- 
nia, said he would vote against 
the plan. 

Another $45 billion is to be 
raised over five years from a new 
petrol tax that starts at 50.05 a 
gallon (3.8 litres), climbing to 
SO. 10 cents by next July I. 

American farmers are among 
those hit hardest by the pact, 
which includes a 24 per cent cut in 
agricultural subsidies. 

The agreement calls for 
slashing $13 billion from farm 
programmes by cutting subsidies 
and reducing the amount of 
acreage on which farmers can 
receive price supports. 

House of Representatives and 
Senate negotiators will probably 
incorporate the budget saving; 
into a new five-year farm bill now 
under consideration, which in- 
cludes $55 billion in crop sub- 
sidies. 


Algeria 
expects 
oil income 
windfall 

ALGIERS (R) — Algeria will 
earn more than SI. 4 billion in 
extra revenue this year from high- 
er oil prices due to the Gulf crisis, 
hepling to pull it out of recession, 
a government report said. 

The report also predicted mod- 
est growth in all major economic 
sectors this year except for agri- 
culture, hit by brought. 

“The environment created by 
the economic evolution in 1990 
seems at first analysis... to be 
very favourable to an economic 
revival,” said an account of the 
report carried Sunday night by 
the Algerian News Agency APS. 

The Algerian economy has 
been in crisis since world oil 
prices plunged in 1985. hairing oil 
and gas revenue. Oil prices have 
doubled since Iraq's Aug. 2 inva- 
sion of Kuwait to 10-year highs of 
around $40 a barrel'. 

Service on a 524 billion foreign 
debt absorbs up to three-quarters 
of Algeria's hard currency eam- 
ings. 

The report said oil windfall 
would give Algeria this year its 
first current account surplus since 
1987 of $400 million, compared to 
previous projections of $1.1 bil- 
lion. 

Algeria will save $460 million 
on imports which had been peg- 
ged at $10.7 billion , mainly from 
lower than expected world prices 
for agriculture imports. 

Also good news for the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Mouloud 
Hamrouche, whose National Li- 
beration From fFLN) faces its 
first multi-party parliamentary 
elections next year, were signs 
that industrial growth is picking 
up. 

The report saw a 4.7 per cent 
growth in non-oil industrial out- 
put this year compared to 2.7 per 
cent drop last year. 

Gross domestic product apart 
from oil and agriculture is ex- 
pected to grow by three per cent, 
double last year's rate. Drought 
was likely w push down agricultu- 
ral production five per cent, the 
report said. 

The state budget was likely to 
show a surplus of nine billion 
dinars ($932 million) compared 
to a projected deficit or five 
billion dinars ($518 million) 
mainly due to an oil tax windfall 
of 10.5 billion dinars (51.1 bil- 
lion). 


European trader in Singapore. 


Hussein's call was issued Sunday. 

But the consensus among oil 
traders is still that war is more 
likely than peace. 

“I still thick the U.S. will fight 
in the gulf this month. But no one 
knows, and we don’t want to start 
new positions at these high 
prices. It would be dangerous to 
speculate now,” an Investment 
House trader said. 

Traders also attributed softer 
prices Monday to news that the 
U.S. House of Representatives 
had approved and sent to the 
Senate a bill allowing the sale of 
15 million barrels of oil from the 
nation’s strategic petroleum re- 


serve. 

“The volume may not be large 
enough to change the balance 
much, but it does have a psycho- 
logical effect of moving the mar- 
ket down a bit,” the Investment 
House trader said. 

Traders expect prices of re- 
fined oil products, especially jet 
fuel and diesel, to remain firm as 
demand for seasonal use in the 
fourth quarter of the year rises. 

“The impact of limited refining 
capacity and a shortage of the 
right types of crudes to meet Asian 
demand will be felt down the 
road,” an international trader 
said. 


Thatcher economic miracle 
a mirage — Labour party 


BLACKPOOL. England (R) — 
Britain's opposition Labour Par- 
ty, calling Prime Minister Mar- 
garet Thatcher's economic mira- 
cle a mirage, said Monday it 
would encourage higher invest- 
ment to revive flagging produc- 
tion. 

But John Smith. Labour eco- 
nomic affairs spokesman, said 
there could be “no quick fix” if 
his party ousted Thatcher's right- 
wing Conservatives in elections 
due by mid- 1992. 

“Mrs. Thatcher's so-called eco- 
nomic miracle has been a mir- 
age,” Smith told Labour's annual 
parry convention, citing inflation 
of 10.6 per cent, high interest 
rates and slowing economic ex- 
pansion. 

“Britain's future as a leading 
industrial nation depends on in- 
vestment — investment in peo- 
ple. in new capital equipment, 
new skills and the research and 
development which leads to suc- 
cessful new products and proces- 
ses,” he said. 

Smith's speech had few details 
of what Labour would do but was 
heavy with scorn for the 11 years 
of rule by Thatcher. 

After shedding much of its 
socialist ideological baggage in 
the 1980s, Labour has regained 
credibility among voters and has 
led the Conservatives in opinion 
polls for 18 months. • 

Smith reiterated support for 
the entry of the pound sterling 
into the European Community's 
(EQ exchange rate mechanism, 
which is designed to smooth fluc- 
tuations among member curren- 
cies. 



Margaret Thatcher 

Criticising the free marketeer- 
ing, hands-off Thatcher economic 
policy. Smith pledged to “man- 
age the currency, rather than 
leaving it all to market forces and 
the whims of the speculators.” 
After a credit-fuelled boom in 
the late 1980s, Thatcher critics 
say the economy is now headed 
into recession. The government 
has had to keep base interest 
rates at a high 15 per cent to 
dampen consumer demand and 
bring down inflation. 

"Irresponsible tax cuts for the 
better off and the spend-now- 
pay-later credit boom fuelled a 
surge in imports and ignited the 
inflationary spiral,” Smith said. 

Under the Conservatives, Bri- 
tain has slumped to “the bottom 
of the league table of the major 
industrialised countries." 

Fundamental problem 
Smith said a fundamental Brit- 


ish problem, a weakness of pro- 
ductive capacity, remained while 
the Conservative administration 
had squandered resources. 

Anticipating a theme expected 
to be hammered home in a 
speech by parry leader Neil Kin- 
nock Tuesday, Smith stressed the 
need to revive investment in 
training and education, which he 
said had been neglected. 

“We aim to create the besr 
educated and trained work force 
in the whole of Europe,*' he said. 

Gordon Brown, Labour trade 
and industry spokesman, said the 
party was speaking for the 
“thousands of companies nee- 
dlessly made bankrupt under the 
worst inflation, the slowest 
growth, the lowest investment and 
the biggest trade gap in Europe." 

Labour would redress the "our 
great failures'* of the Thatcher 
governments — to train, to inno- 
vate, to invest for the long term 
and to release the potential of all 
the regions. 

Political commentators said 
attempts by Kinnock to avoid the 
rifts that have dogged many 
Labour conferences were set 
back with a split on the tradition- 
al prickly issue of defence. 

They said the party leadership, 
the National Executive Commit- 
tee, was almost certain to be 
defeated Wednesday when it tnc:* 
to fend off a proposal to -idsh 
defence spending and switch re- 
funds to social programme . 

Kinnock wants to avoid nc;n. 
tied down to specific dction u. 
take advantage ot the “peace 
dividend*' arising from the enu or 
the cold war. 


Slide in property prices 
now a global concern 


By Nick Louth 
Reuter 

AMSTERDAM — Property is 
usually a cyclical business with 
values and demand varying 
from one country to another, 
but 1990 is proving a year of 
squeeze for investors and real 
estate companies worldwide, 
share analysts say. 

“For so many real estate 
markets to fall together is un- 
precedented,” said Andrew 
Walker of brokers Barclays de 
Zoeie Wedd in London. 

The drop has hit heavily 
indebted big corporate names 
from Donald Trump of the 
United States and Australia's 
Alan Bond down to individual 
homeowners who suffer when 
house values fall. 

The United States, Britain, 
Canada and Australia face the 
worst fall, but analysts see 
problems this year for rising 
continental European and 
Japanese markets too. 

“The European market is 
still saying it is showing some 
growth, fait no doubt it will 
come to a shuddering halt in 
the next year," said Nan Rogers 
of Brokers James Capel in 
London. 

“We don’t expect property 
markets (in Britain, the United 
Slates and Canada) to pick up 
until 1992 and don’t see the 
next boom going so high as the 
last one,” be added. 

The Bank of Japan said in a 


recent report it expected the 
boom in the Tokyo property 
market to slow down. 

But Tokyo shares, which 
Friday hit three year lows, 
have been hit so hard by Gulf 
crisis and oil worries that 
analysts expea Japan's proper- 
ty market to begin to drop. 

The biggest single cause for 
the overall downturn is the 
concerted determination of the 
largest economies to fight infla- 
tion whatever the cost in in- 
terest rates. 

“Property markets need two 
things — people to throw 
money at them, and inflation 
significantly above interest 
rates," Rogers said. 

The conditions no longer 
apply in most countries, where 
tight credit has squeezed de- 
mand just as a huge surplus 
from earlier investments spil- 
led onto the market. 

Supply was boosted by the 
global trend to remove ex- 
change controls, relaxed plan- 
ning laws in Britain and U.S. 
tax changes which spurred in- 
vestor interest in real estate. 

In Australia, Melbourne’s 
vacancy rate rose to almost 14 
per cent from just three per 


cent before the covernmi.- * 
high interest rate polity nc*.». 
to bite. 

"The market i* pretty de**: 
We are looking at the worst 
oversupply situation in Sydney 
and Melbourne since the 
1970s." BZW Australia analyst 
Andrew Martin said recently 

The biggest recent shock 
came in the Netherlands where 
Rotterdam-based property 
fund Rodamco part of the huge 
Robeco Investment Group, 
was forced by lack of money u> 
end a facility where investors 
could sell back shares to tne 
fund. 

Rodamco faces problems be- 
cause 75 per cent of its in 
billion guilders ($5.7 billion) of 
investments are in the U S 
and British markets. 

In Britain the property mar- 
ket turned down abruptly in 
1988, while interest rates dou- 
bled to 15 per cent in less than 
18 months to rein in the over- 
heated economy. 

Banks that lent the money to 
developers are nervously wait- 
ing to be repaid from assets 
often worth less than the loans 
made to buy or build them. 


CAR FOR SALE 

Volkswagen Getta, 1988 model, 1.6 litres, automatic gear, 
mileage 12.500 Kilometres, excellent condition, duty uppaid. 
price; best offer. 

Call tel. 843555, ext 3986. 


FnmHhed VBIa For Rtrt 

In Abdonn area, opposite the new American Embassy 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salons in trie ground floor, garden and 
garage. 

For more Information pleat* call Tel. 826786, and Tel. 
813107 after 6 pm. 


AMMAN 

BACCALAUREATE SCHOOL 

requires as soon as possible 
a teacher of Physics and General Science 
(full-time or part-time) 

Teaching includes physics for IGCSE and International Bacca- 
laureate Courses (equivalent to GCE "0” and "A" level). 

Application forms may be obtained from foe school, 
telephone 845572 - 847191 and returned by Tuesday 
OCL 2, 1990. 

— FLOOR FOR RENT — 

Consists of two rooms, two salons and with 
central heating. 

Location: First Circle, Jabai Amman, near 

Malhas Hospital. 

Call Tel: 663469 - 642844 Amman. 
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Ukrainian nationalists denounce 
Communists in 2nd day of protests 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — An 
estimated 50,000 Ukrainian 
nationalists demonstrated in Kiev 
Monday, denouncing the Com- 
munist. Party and urging rejection 
of a new union treaty in a second 
straight day of peaceful protest. 

Demonstrators carried banners 
reading “the new union treaiy is 
new slavery" and “no to the 
union treaty." Others branded 
the Communist Party as a crimin- 
al organisation that must go on 
trial and said the KGB was an 
enemy of the people, said Petro 
Borsuk, a secretary of the Ukrai- 
nian Republican Party. 

The rally began at October 
Square in the centre of the Ukrai- 
nian capital. After 20 minutes of 
speeches, demonstrators mar- 


ched past the republic’s Supreme 
Soviet parliament, Borsuk said. 

Police observed the demonstra- 
tion but made no attempt to 
interfere with the march, he said. 

Local police were reinforced by 
Interior Ministry troops in 
armoured personnel carriers and 
members of special riot police 
units were stationed on side 
streets, Borsuk said. 

The demonstration was orga- 
nised by Demblock, a coalition 
between the Rukh Movement 
and other Ukrainian pro- 
democracy groups demanding 
greater autonomy from the 
Kremlin. 

Organisers of the inarch called 
for a one-day warning strike to 
coincide with the demonstration. 


Kazakhstan council 
bans nuclear tests 


MOSCOW (R) — Regional au- 
thorities in the Soviet Republic of 
Kazakhstan bave banned nuclear 
testing at the country's main 
range at Semipalatinsk, the 
Soviet News Agency (TASS) said 
Monday. 

The Semipalatinsk Regional 
Council cired concern for public 
health and the area's future 
TASS said. 

Kazakhstan’s parliament voted 
last November to urge Moscow to 
stop test blasts at the range in the 
northwest of the republic. 


The top secret military testing 
range, run by the Defence Minis- 
try, has been operating for the 
past 40 years. It is doubtful 
whether the regional council has 
the authority to implement its 
decision, which highlights grow- 
ing environmental concern in the 
republic. 

“Hundreds of nuclear explo- 
sions, including air blasts, have 
taken place in Kazakhstan, sub- 
jecting more than 500,000 people 
to the harmful effects of radia- 
tion." TASS said. 


but there was no immediate in- 
dication that a si gnifi cant number 
of people stayed away from work. 

Among the demands put forth 
by the nationalists are that Ukrai- 
nian men drafted by the Soviet 
army serve only in the Ukraine; 
that the Ukraine refuse to sign a 
new union treaty between the 
Kremlin and the 15 republics; and 
that the Communist Party be 
declared a “criminal organisa- 
tion" and stripped of influence in 
all Ukrainian government orga- 
nisations. 

A similar demonstration Sun- 
day drew 75,000 to 100,000 pro- 
testers, far below organisers’ pre- 
diction of 500.000. 

The Ukraine is the second most 
populated of the 15 Soviet repub- 
lics, after Russia, and is a key 
gr ain -growing area. 

Its parliament has declared 
sovereignty from Moscow and 
claims the right to overrule 
national law. Rukh and other 
nationalist groups want it to go 
further and take rapid moves 
toward secession. 

Parliament approves freedom 
of religion 

Meanwhile in Moscow, the 
Soviet parliament ended decades 
of state persecution of organised 
religion Monday by giving dual 
approval to a law guaranteeing 
freedom of worship. 

The law, which was approved 
in principle by the Supreme 
Soviet on Sept. 26 gives citizens 


Croatia’s 
■Serbs 
declare 

the right to determine their own 

attitude to religion, provides for Q| 

separation of church and state I I I I j 

and sets all religions on an equal 


footing. 

The legislation capped five 
years of change in relations be- 
tween the Soviet state and reli- 
gious groups whose followers had 
been routinely imprisoned or sent 
to labour camps since the time of 
Josef Stalin. 

The chamber voted by 341 to 
two to approve a resolution put- 
ting the taw into effect. 

Deputies gave their, final 

approval after -resolving a wrang- 
le over religious instruction' by 
deleting a provision that would 
have specifically allowed instruc- 
tion in schools outside normal 
class hours. 

The patriarch of the Russian 
Orthodox Church, Aleksiy n, 
had appealed to the chamber to 
leave the provision in, saying if it 
was left out it would represent “a 
step back” in the country’s move 
to democracy. 

State founder Vla dimir Lenin 


BELGRADE (AP) — Minority 
Serbs in Yugoslavia’s volatile 
state of Croatia Monday proc- 
laimed autonomy within the re- 
public and sealed off road and rail 
traffic in a move likely to exacer- 
bate ethnic tensions. 

“The Serbian people must use 
all means to resist the terror of 
the fascist (Croatian) government 
and to protect its Iranian dignity 
and civil and national rights,” the 
Serbian National Council said in 
a statement carried by the Tanjug 
news agency. 

The council, an unofficial body 
claiming to represent the minor- 
ity 500,000 Serbs in Croatia, said 
the declaration was based on the 
results of a referendum held in 
August which showed an almost 
unanimous vote for limited self- 
government. The referendum 
was declared illegal by Croatian 
authorities. 

Belgrade radio reported that 
barricades were set up early Mon- 
day across roads and railway lines 


Indian Supreme Court 
moves to cool caste row 

NEW DELHI (AP) — India’s debate on a motion seeking to 
Supreme Court ordered the gov- censure the government 
eminent Monday to halt its job The motion accused the gov- 
quota programme, hoping its- eminent of bungl ing its h andling 
te mp orary injunction will stop a of the student protests. None of 
wave of student protests and the parties has objected to toe 
suicides. idea of reserving jobs for the 

The five-justice bench also adv- lower castes. 


anced the date for hearing argu- 
ments on the legality of the prog- 


The motion, if passed, would 
put pressure cm the government 


Famine by two weeks t o Oct. 25, to quit, said Kewal Verxna, a 
Press Trust of India (Ptt) re- parliamentary analyst.’ “There « 


labelled religion *the opiate of I ^ Knin, a Serbian-dominated 


the masses.” Atheism has been 
actively promoted since the 1917 
Bolshevik Revolution. 

Under the more liberal lead- 
ership of President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, scores of houses of 
worship used for decades as 
museums, halls or warehouses 
have been handed back to reli- 
gious co mmuni ty 


China marks 41st National Day Supporters 

PEKING (AP) — The Chinese city’s central Tiananmen Square suppressed. endorse 

capital, already festooned with is crammed with more than The People’s Daily, the official K A .-.I 

Asian Games decorations, took on 100,000 potted plants. The dozen newspaper of the Communist IVI3Z0WI6Cr 
added colour Monday as the elaborate multiple-flower Party, ran a front-page editorial , 

country marked its 41st National arrangements that are created in marking National Day titled, C3.nCl lu3.CV 
Day. the square each National Day this “resolutely wa ik (our) own , * 

The usual National Day ban- year include two of Pan-Pan. the road." for D 1 O 

ners have gone up along streets in panda mascot for the games .and lUipiCOlUC/ 

Peking already lined with col- a phoenix, considered an auspi- “Though many difficulties and 

oured flags and banners hailing dous symbol. obstacles exist on the road ahead, WARSAW (AP) Si 

the.ilth Asian Games and wel- 
coming athletes and tourists. 

To mark the anniversary of the 
Communist rise to power, the 


“resolutely 

road." 


The square was toe site last 
summer of pro-democracy de- 
monstrations that were brutally 


“Though many difficulties and 
obstades exist on the road ahead, 
the Chinese people are full of 
confidence in their ability to 
reach their goals," it said, with- 
out elaborating on the problems. 


Supporters 

endorse 

Mazowiecki’s 


for president 


dty of about 10,000 people near 
the central Adriatic coast, sealing 
off traffice through much of west- 
ern Croatia. 

The Serbian-inhabited region 
in central Croatia has been the 
scene of recurring strife in recent 
months. 

Members of the minority 
raided police armouries in several 
towns last week. They carried off 
large amounts of automatic 
weapons, ostensibly to defend 
themselves against what they de- 
scribe as “Croatian fasdsts.” 


ported. 

The court said the government 
could continue preparations for 
carrying out the plan, which re- 
serves 27 per cent of federal jobs 
for low-caste Hindus. 

The government is assembling 
a list of thousands of castes qual- 
ifying for preference in job app- 
lications. Another 22 per cent 
already are set aside for the 
lowest strata in the rigid hierar- 
chy of Indian sodety, tribespeo- 
ple and so-called Untouchables. 

Acting Chief Justice Ranga- 
narh Mishra said he hoped that 

peace would be restored while 
the nation’s highest court was 
studying the issue. 

At least 70 people have died in 
protest action against the job 
policy, announced on Aug. 7 by 
Prime Minister V.P. Singh. Ab- 
out 20 were upper-caste students 
who committed suicide by self- 
immolation or poisoning, claim- 
ing they were victimised by the 
plan. 

At a special session of parlia- 
ment, opposition lawmakers cal- 
led Singh a “bloodstained politi- 
cian" and demanded he resign for 
mishandling the issue. 

Singh, who heads a 10-month- 
old minority government, suf- 
fered a setback when the speaker 
of the legislature agreed to hold a 


Discontented officers maybe 
cracking Burmese army solidarity 


Ties with Moscow to help 
Korean unification — Roh 


SEOUL (AP) — President Roh 
Tae-Woo said Monday that di- 
plomatic relations with the Soviet 
Union will help spur unification 
on the bitterly divided Korean 
peninsula. 

Roh said ties between Moscow 
and Seoul, announced Sunday, 
will make it “impossible for 
North Korea alone to resist the 
tidal wave of change," sweeping 
the world. 

New relations between Seoul 
and Moscow climax a two-year 
effort by Roh to develop trade 
and diplomatic ties with Com- 
munist and Socialist allies of rival 
North Korea in hopes of easing 
tensions. 

Communist North Korea had 
vigorously lobbied Moscow, its 
longtime ally and arms provider, 
against establishing relations with 
archrival capitalist South Korea. 

The announcement of formal 
relations, made by foreign minis- 
ters of the two nations at the 
United Nations, was viewed as a 
major diplomatic blow to North 
Korea. Roh said it was an oppor- 
tunity for the rigid and totalita- 
rian North to open its doors. 


"Clearly, the North has 
reached the dead end of its isola- 
tionist policy," Roh told 50,000 
spectators at an Armed Forces 
Day review of troops. “Inter- 
Korean relations are thus 
approaching a major turning 
point.” 

Last week, the North opened 
talks with neighbouring Japan on 
improving relations, a move 
widely seen as an effort to coun- 
ter Seoul’s ties to its allies. 

South Korea is expected to 
open trade offices with China by 
the end of the - year and has 
established relations with every 
East European nation except 
Albania. 

Roh cautioned South Korea's 
600,000 troops to remain vigilant 
even as change occurs. 

“Confrontation and tension 
continue to hamper the relations 
between the two divided parts of 
Korea," Roh said. “We are doing 
our best to encourage North 
Korea to step forward into the 
open world and start on a road of 
dialogue, exchanges, cooperation 
and rapport." 


Filipino workers to continue 
strike at U.S. army bases 


MANILA (AP) — Filipino work- 
ers vowed Monday to continue 
their strike at the six U.S. milit- 
ary bases in the Philippines until 
American officials comply with 
an agreement covering wage in- 
creases. 

Primo Galvez, executive vice 
president of the Federation of 
Filipino Civilian Employees 
Association, said the Americans 
violated a bilateral agreement 
covering Filipino employees that 
allows salary raises based on a 
survey of 35 Philippine firms. 

The U-S- Congress has placed 
a 3 per cent cap on pay raises for 
federal employees, including 
those overseas, but the recent 
wage survey suggested an 18 per 
cent increase. 

“The main issue here is the 
violation of an agreement," Gal- 
vez said. “If they can violate a 
provision of the agreement, in toe 
future they can violate any agree- 
ment, including the bases agree- 
ment.” 

“The picket will continue as 
long they do not comply with the 
agreement,” Galvez said. 

Hie federation claims 22,000 
members at the six facilities, 
which also employ contract work- 
ers not involved in the strike. 


The United States m aintain* 
Clark Air Base, Subic Bay Naval 
Base, and four smaller installa- 
tions under an agreement due to 
expire in September 1991. 

Galvez claimed that the strike 
had paralysed operations at Clark 
and Subic, among the largest 
American overseas facilities, but 
U.S. spokesmen said they were 
operating no rmall y 

About 300 picketers Monday 
blocked the entrance to Subic in 
Olongapo Guy. 80 kilometres 
west of Manila. Roughly the 
same number picketed the gate of 
Clark in Angeles City. 

The union called the strike late 
Sunday. 

Clark spokesman Maj. Wayne 
Crist said the facility was “operat- 
ing in a fairly normal manner" 
and U.S. soldiers and volunteers 
had taken up duties abandoned 
by the strikers. 

Bob Coble, a spokesman for 
Subic, said “transportation is not 
what it used to be" inside the- 
base but added that “we are able 
to do as much as we were able to 
do.” 

Meanwhile, a bomb exploded 
at a U.S. paint firm in Manila 
early Monday, the eighth blast at 
an American company in the past 
week, police said. 


2 Belfast 
‘joyriders’ 
shot dead at 
checkpoint 

BELFAST (R) — British soldiers 
shot dead two teenage “joyrid- 
ers" when they crashed through a 
checkpoint in a stolen car in west 
Belfast Sunday night, police said. 

The lS-year-old boy driving toe 
car was killed instantly when toe 
troops opened fire. A 17-year-old 
girl with him died later in hospital 
and a third, aged 16. was de- 
tained with arm injuries. A sol- 
dier was injured when hit in toe 
leg by toe car. 

Teenage joyriders from toe 
nationalist ghettos of west Belfast 
revel in a game of “chicken” 
seeing who can get past a military 
checkpoint without being killed. 
Several have been shot dead in 
the past. 

Moderate nationalist councillor 
Joe Hen dr on agreed that joyrid- 
ing was a plague but still angrily 
condemned the shootings, saying: 
“The soldiers are guilty nf sum- 
mary execution.” 

“These teenagers are like 
World War II pilots on Kanikaze 
runs," Hendron added. 

The Irish Republican Army 
(IRA), fighting to oust Britain 
from Northern Ireland, regulary 
metes out “punishment shoot- 
ings” to the teenage thieves — 
they are shot in the kneecaps to 
try to discourage them. 


WARSAW (AP) — Supporters 
of Prime Minister Tadeusz Mazo- 
wieclri have officially endorsed 
his candidacy for the upcoming 
presidential election, the PAP 
news agency reported. 

“Polanii needs a president 
who... will become a guarantee of 
democratic order, rule of law, 
stable conditions for economic 
initiatives, and of a respected 
place for Poland in the interna- 
tional arena." the Citizens Move- 
ment for Democratic Action said 
in a resolution proposing Mazo- 
wiecld’s candidacy. 

Leaders of the movement, 
known by its Polish acronym 
ROAD, met in Warsaw to pre- 
pare for the presidential ballot 
which is expected to take place as 
early as Nov. 25. 

However. Mazowiecki has not 
made any formal announcement 
about his presidential bid, unlike 
his main rival in toe race — 
Solidarity leader Lech Walesa, 
who declared his candidacy on 
Sept. 17. 

The new president will succeed 
President Wojciech Jaruzelski, 
the former Communist Party 
leader, who has agreed to step 
down 4 1/2 years early. 

"We think that Tadeusz Mazo- 
wiecki has been unable to 
announce his candidacy yet due 
to procedural reasons." Jan 
UtynsJd of ROAD told PAP. 
“We are convinced that he will 
deride to run after toe election 
schedule is set." 

The parliament speaker is ex- 
pected to announce in te next few 
days the date for toe first general 
presidential election in more than 
50 years. 

Walesa. who nominated Mazo- 
wiecki. his former adviser and 
ally, for prime minister in August 


BANGKOK (R) — Burma’s after general elections but since 
army, which has ruled under toe overwhelming opposition vio- 


strict martial law for the past twe 
years, is not as solid as it seems 
and may be seriously divided 
between senior and junior offic- 
ers, sources said Monday. 


tory in May it has ruled out any 
quick power switch and has 
arrested toe NIX’s two leaders. 

The sources said many soldiers 
had shown their anger with toe 


Diplomats and Burmese .inside junta by. yptmg.ea masse for, the 
and outside the country said-some NLD which: -won - 80 per cent of 


officers had come into conflict 
with the ruling junta over its 
refusal to hand over power to the 
opposition National League for 
Democracy (NLD) which won 
elections four months ago. 

“There is a growing unease 
among these officers about what 
they are being asked to do in toe 
name of the armed forces." said a 
Burmese with close family links 
to the army. 

The ruling army council 
crushed a nationwide uprising 
two years ago, killing more than 
1,000 demonstrators. 

It later promised to step down 


seats contested, even constituen- 
cies dominated by army familie s. 

“There are a number of offic- 
ers within the regime who are 
becoming deeply disquieted by 
the way things are going and 
would like to see a dialogue with 
the opposition.” a senior diplo- 
mat said. 

Relatives of army officials said 
dissenting officers including cap- 
tains had been dismissed or 
shifted in recent months over 
their refusal to carry out junta 
orders to arrest opposition politi- 
cians. 

They did not know how many 


U.S. aid to Pakistan reportedly 
‘slowed’ by nuclear-arms Issue 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — 
Pakistan will not receive toe U.S. 
economic and military aid it ex- 
pected until it assures the United 
States it is slowing down its 
nuclear- weapons programme, toe 
New York Tunes said Monday. 

It quoted administration offi- 
cials as saying that the S500 mil- 
lion the United States provides 
Pakistan annually could be de- 
layed until the administration had 
discussed the matter with the 
Pakistani government and with 
members of Congress. 

Pakistan says it does not pos- 
sess nuclear weapons and former 
Premier Benazir Bhutto assured 


19S9 is supported by another the U.S. Congress last year that it 
mam political group, toe Centre had no intention of developing 
Alliance. them. 


But U.S. law forbids further 
aid unless it can certify that Pakis- 
tan lacks n n clear- weapons capabi- 
lities and that American aid is 
serving to discourage Islamabad 
from developing them. 

“There are questions,” the 
newspaper quoted an unnamed 
administration official as saying. 
"Whether we could certify or not 
is in doubt.” 

’Democratic Representative 
Stephen Solaxz, who chairs the 
House Foreign Affairs Subcom- 
mittee on Asian and Pacific 
Affairs, asked President George 
Bush earlier this month to ter- 
minate aid to Pakistan. 

Solarz told Bush “ a letter “I 
have the impression that Pakis- 
tan's commitments to respect the 


various markers we set... have 
not been met.” 

Solarz told the New York 
Times, however, that if the admi- 
nistration receives "credible 
assurances” from Pakistani lead- 
ers^ that they would constrain 
their nuclear programme, he may 
drop his opposition to continued 
U.S. aid. 

In another development, India 
and Pakistan have postponed 
talks aimed at reducing tensions 
on their border, a Pakistani Fore- 
ign Ministry spokesman said Sun- ; 
day. ' 

“India- Pakistan taDcs are still 
on, but no date for a further j 
round has been set,” Foreign I 
Secretary Shaharyar M. Khan j 
said. 


Cambodia to accelerate search for negotiated settlement 



no legal obligation on the part of 
the government to resign, but it 
would amount to its defeat in 
moral terms,” said Vcnruu 

Members from the opposition 
Congress Party accused Singh of 
being “obstinate” far refusing to 
suspend or reconsider the plan. 

“Down, down, resign, resign/' 
they shouted as Singh stood up to 
speak. He was pr e ve n ted from 
addressing the house. 

“Can’t you see there is Mood in 
your hands?” askedi Congress 
lawmaker Ajit Panja. Some 
members advanced menacingly 
toward Singh but were stopped 
by colleagues. “Yon are a blood- 
stained politician,” said Panja. 

Former Congress Minister 
Vasant Sathe said he was begin- 
ning a “fast unto death” until 
Singh stops “police terror” on the 
students. 

In the northern town of Jam- 
mu, 17-year-old student Sandeep 
Sharma set Himself alight Mon- 
day in the latest suicide bid to 
protest the job quotas. He suf- 
fered thirdrdegree burns over 
most of his body. 

At least 50 people have died by 
police gunfire in street battles. 

Singh said the policy was in- 
tended to seek social justice for 
Indians discriminated against be- 
cause of their social station. 


officers had been affected but 
said discontent was rife. 

Diplomats said soldiers were 
also alarmed by a growing cam- 
paign by Buddhist monks mock- 
ing the army. 

Monks in Mandalay, and severe 
al northern towns had since Au- 
gust refused to perform religious 
rituals for anny families and 
would instead bow down in front 
of passing soldiers in insulting 
irony. 

“This is having a major impact 
on rank and file soldiers who 
have effectively been excomnrani- * j 
rated,” a diplomat said. 

Army trucks equipped with 
loudspeakers plied the streets of 
Rangoon late last week warning 
people not to demonstrate Mon- 
day. The NLD had called on the 
army to convene parliament by 
the end of September. 


Man pulls Boeing 737 
with his hair 


KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia 

(AP) Stuntman R- Letchcma- 

naah used bis hair Sunday to pull 
a Boring 737-200 aircraft 164} 
metres at Kuala Lumpur’s air- 
port. Urged on by cheering spec- 
tators, Letchcmanaah, 40, tied a 
strap to his long curly hair and 
pulled the 28-tonne Malaysia Air- 
lines aircraft and the four tonnes 
of fad it was carrying. A crowd of 
about 500 watched under the hot 
sun, while an estimated 1 million 
others watched on live television. 
Letchcmanaah, dubbed 
“Malaysia's mighty man,” at first 
appeared as if he might not be 
able to move tire plane, the 
national news agency Benuuna 
' reported. His feet slipped on the 
tarmac at one point. After tight- ■ 
wring the strap tied to his hair, 
Letcfaemapaah again faced the 
crowd, clenched his teeth and 
fists, leaned over and began to 
sknriy pull the plane forward. 
Le tcher 08 "”^ , a strict vegeta- 
rian, said he went on a special 
diet for two weeks to prepare for 
the feat. Letchemanaah, . a 
laboratory assistant with the rub- 
ber research institute, said the 
stunt was a “matter of concentra- 
tion.” In the past, Letchemanaah 
has pulled a bus carrying 27 pas- 
sengers for 30 metres with his 
hair, pulled a 6.1 ton vehicle with 
his teeth for 20 metres, and has 
his aim nm over by a truck. 

Director to marry for 
Gth time 


LONDON (AP) — Film cfirector 
Sir David Lean, 82, who made 
Lawrence of Arabia, is to marry $ 
for tire sixth time. Daily Mail 
columnist Nigel Dempster said 
Monday. He -said Lean will wed 
51-year-old interior designer San- 
dra Cooke before Christmas, af- 
ter proposing on the telephone 
five years after they first met The 
encounter was in the frozen food 
department of' Hdrrods Depart- 
ment Store Where Ms. Cooke had 
approached Lean and asked 
when his next film was due, the 
columnist said. 


BANGKOK (AP) — Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos have agreed 
on ways to push for a negotiated 
settlement of the nearly 12-year- 
old war in Cambodia, toe official 
Cambodian News Agency (SPK) 
reported Monday. 

Deputy foreign ministers of the 
three allied countries ended two 
days of talks Saturday in Cambo- 
dia’s capital, Phnom Penh, the 
report said. 

The Vietnamese-installed gov- 
ernment in Phnom Penh is bat- 
tling three guerrilla groups. Peace 
talks stalled last week when. 
Phnom Penh rejected a guerrilla 
formula on the leadership of toe 
Supreme National Council, a 
national reconciliation body 
formed among the four warring 
factions. 

“The three sides exchanged 
views and agreed on ways to 
accelerate the process of a politic- 
al solution to the Cambodian 
problem on the basis of guaran- 
teeing independence, sovereignty 
and peace for Cambodia,” said 


the SPK report, monitored in 
Bangkok. 

The report did not specify how 
they would encourage toe peace 
process. 

It said they supported toe 
Phnom Penh position on the dis- 
pute over the Supreme National 
Council, in which the Cambodian 
governme n t demanded that it be 
given the council’s vice- 
chairmanship if resistance leader 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk is 
made the chairman. 

The three countries also called 
for a reconvening of an interna- 
tional peace conference on Cam- 
bodia. The conference has been 
adjourned since its first meeting, 
in Paris in August 1989. because 
of the wide differences among the 
Cambodian factions. 

Meanwhile Thai officials said 
Monday that Thai authorities 
plan to move 100,000 Cambodian 
refugees away from guerrilla- 
controlled camps inside Thailand 
to a neutral site to await repatria- 
tion. 


The Scheme revives the so- 
called “neutral camp” plan as 
Thailand and other countries 


More than 31,000 civilians 
would be moved to the Khao I 
Dang Holding Centre from two 


press on with efforts to bring an* camps run by toe Co mm u n i s t 
end to the 11-year Cambodian Khmer Rouge — Otrao in Si Sa 


conflict. 

That policy failed to get off the 
ground earlier tins year after 
opposition from the Thai army, 
the ultimate arbiter of affairs 
along the ravaged border. 

The plan was drawn up by the 
Thai Supreme Command arid In- 
terior Ministry and has still to be 
approved by Prime Minister Cha- 
tichai Choonhavan. 

About 300,000 civilians live in 
well-organised camps in Thailand 
— the Site Two Camp is the 
largest concentration of Cambo- 
dians outside the capital, Phnom 
Penh. 

The refugees receive food and 
other humanitarian aid from the 
United Nations and Western re- 
lief organisations but they are 
controlled by the three guerrilla 
groups fighting the Vietnamese- 
backed Cambodian government. 


Ket province and Site K in Trat 
province, a military official said. 

About 9,000 would be moved 
from Sok San Camp, also in Trat, 
which is nm by the rightist Khmer 
People's National Liberation 
Front, and 60,000 from Site B in 
Sarin province loyal to Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk. 

The refugees would receive 
training to prepare them for life 
back in Cambodia. United Na- 
tions refugee officials stress hopes 
for resettlement in other coun- 
tries evaporated long ago. They 
said their efforts now are directed 
toward encouraging Cambodians 
to return home. 

Some military and relief offi- 
cials voiced concern that the 
latest plan would also collapse. 

“I would be very surprised if 
tote Khmer Rouge adnuiostnfoii 


of those camps was willing to 
allow their people to leave,” said 
a foreign refugee official, who 
asked not be identified. 

It is an open secret that the 
guerrillas use the camps as rest 
areas and recruiting grounds. 

Bangkok wants to use the re- 
fugee issue to pressure die guer- 
rillas factious to come to terms 
with Phnom Penh over a United 
Nations peace plan, a Thai mili t- 
ary source said. 

A Sihanouk spokeswoman said 
the prince's faction had not been 
consulted on the relocation. 

“I don’t see how this win help 
the peace process,” she said. “On 
foe other hand it could be good if 
we can get our people inside 
Cambocfia.” - 

Aid workers said the possibility 
that elections might be held in 
Cambodia, as the U.N. plan en- 
visages, makes control of the 
civilian population a pressing 
concern far the guerrilla factions 
and for the Phnom Penh govent- 
, ment. 


Royal Shakespeare 
turns to glasnost 

LONDON (AP) — The Royal 
Shakespeare Company, whose . 
plays about the lives, deaths and ♦ 
treacheries of English monarchs 
have intrigued millions, has 
turned to Gorbachev and glas- 
nost, and it looks like a flop. 
Moscow Gold, which opened in 
London this week with . actor 
David Calder playing Soviet Pres- 
ident Mikhail Gorbachev, was 
mostly panned by the critics. The 
company’s productions of 
Shakespeare history plays are still 
performed to packed houses, but 
it is on shakier ground with one of 
the biggest real-life dramas of the 
twentieth century. “The whole 
thing is best forgotten, as I'm sure 
it will be,” Jack Tinker in the 
Daily Mail wrote of the play, 
co-written by Britons Howard 
Brenton and Pakistan- born Tariq - 
AIL Moscow Gold opened at the 
company’s Barbican Theatre, 
where it runs in repertory 
through Nov. 5. Initial perform- i 

ances have played to about 60 per f 

cent attendance in the 1,162-seat 
auditorium. 

Block party turns 
into riot 

AKRON, Ohio (AP) — Oty 
officials planned to meet later 
Monday to discuss a block party 
that turned into a riot in which 
revellers attacked police. Seven- 
teen people were injured and 89 
arrested in the weekend melee. 

Up to 2,000 people were attend- 
ing the annual bash outside the 
University of Akron when fire 
and police officials responded to. . 
a call to put out a large bonfire, gj 
Some of the revellers — most# * j 
college-aged youths — tried to ! 
block their entrance and then 
threw bottles, rocks and at . 
“Urgency personnel trying to 
douse the fire, officials said.... 
Police used tear gas and firefigh- 
ters turned their hoses cm the 
srowd to break up the melee., 
we were being pelted with bofri 
tics and rocks from all sides: 
People were throwing things from 
the porches and second-story 3 
wmdows of the houses. It was_a j 
pad situation and we had to end 
*** ^4' Tom Hanley said. Some 
students charged police used ex- jf 
«ssive force to break up toe 
““tifrbance. Police chief Philip 
S*®*™*? denied the cfaargeJ 
™ost of those injured received , 
«ts and braises. There were nrf ' 
aenous injuries, police sddL - 
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